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The Right Rev. Father in God Jos rn, 
Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, Dean of 
Weſtminſter, and Chancellor of the 
Order of the Bath ; 


The Rev. E. Lsewen, L. L. D. Chan- 
cellor of the Dioceſe of Rocheſter ; 


The Rev. J. Denns, D. D. Archdeacon 
of the Dioceſe of Rocheſter, and Pro- 
locutor of the preſent Convocation ; 


The Rev. Fr. Hoop ER, D. D. Proctor 
in Convocation for the Dioceſe of 
Rocheſter ; 


The Rev. the Clergy of the Archdeaconr'y 
of Town-Malling. 


Reverend Father and Brethren, 
T is with the greateſt reſpe I pre- 
ſent the following diſcourſe to you, 
and intreat your acceptance of it, in 


this 
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this form, with the ſame candor and 


goodneſs you were pleaſed to receive 
the author and his ſermon, when he 
had the honour to deliver it before you, 
at our laſt viſitation. 

I will not plead the requeſt of ſome 
of my brethren, though I ſhall always 
eſteem their requeſts as commands, in 
excuſe for the publication of this diſ- 
courſe. The prevalence of Infidelity, 
and too general diſregard of religion, 
the many open attempts from men of 
all ranks againſt it, as if it were an 
enemy to human ſociety, and the few 
religious examples ſet by thoſe who 
would do well to conſider the extent 
and influence of their example, call 


for every aid, and every motive, to ſub- 


due the wicked deſigns of ſome, as 


well as the lethargy of others, and ren- 
IF der 
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[ vi ] 
der every other excuſe, at leaſt, unne- 
ceſlary, | 
Not that the Chriſtian religion is in 
danger: No. It is not poſſible that 
the gates of hell ſhould ever prevail 
againſt it. It muſt ſubſiſt for ever, 
and the author of it is certainly moſt 
able to protect it againſt the malice and 
utmoſt efforts of all its enemies, and 
will for ever prove THe DELIVERER of 
all who believe in him. But they, who 
diſown his power and influence, have 
no right, no claim to be protected by 
him. And if, inſtead of obeying the 
precepts enjoined by the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, the people ſhould unhappily 
proceed, at laſt, to diſown all religious 
obligation, it is moſt certain the ſo- 
ciety could not long ſurvive ſo fatal an 
injury. 
Who- 


— —— — 2 * — CS -,- 
- * 23. 222 . —— — 


[ vii ] 


Whoever examines the characters of 


men, and the moral ſtate of the world 


at preſent, under all the advantages it 
has certainly received from the profeſ- 
ſion and practice of Chriſtianity in it, 
will have no reaſon to think there are 
too many motives for men to be good; 
but, on the contrary, find it neceſſary, 
inſtead of taking any of them away, 
to inforce them with all the authority 
of reaſon and example. 

He muſt therefore be a moſt wretch- 
ed politician indeed, who ſhould op- 
poſe, I do not ſay the errors of Chriſ- 
tian men, but Chriſtianity icſelf, eſpe- 
cially-in a proteſtant country, where 
ſuch an attack will give equal ſtrength 
to the different extremes of Infidelity 
and Superſtition; and thoſe of the 
Romiſh perſuaſion have never failed to 
avail themſelves of theſe writings. 

No 
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[ ix ] 

No Politician would pretend to go- 
vern a people without the aid of reli- 
gion; and no religion has ever been 
offered to the world, that could be 
compared to the religion of Jeſus. Po- 
liticians are ſeldom inclined to admit 
of any alteration in eſtabliſhed reli- 
gions ; and when they profeſſedly op- 
poſe the public faith, it is to be feared 
it may proceed from other motives than 
the public good. 

The philoſopher has as little reaſon 
as the politician, to object to the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, whoſe character and 
doctrines are incomparably more per- 
fect, more popular, and more uſeful, 
than thoſe of any of the antient hea- 
thens. And of modern philoſophers, 
not of thoſe, who have arrogantly 
taken the name to themſelves, but 
thoſe whom all the world have agreed 

b to 


[ x ] 
to call by that name, and who have 
ſurpaſſed all that went before them in 
the greatneſs of their diſcoveries; there 
has ſcarcely been one who has not di- 


ſtinguiſhed himſelf as much by his 


faith in Chriſt, as by his knowlege in 
nature, 

I would not have loft the preſent 
opportunity of offering you the ſer- 
mon I delivered, on a like occaſion, 
ſome years paſt ; and which, I flatter 


myſelf, was not leſs favourably heard 


than the preſent, if I did not hope for 
ſome ſuture opportunity of making 
it public, when I may extend and im- 
prove it, by ſhewing the evidences and 
connexion of natural and revealed re- 
ligion. But that was a different ar- 


gument from this, in the diſcourſe I 


now have the honour to addreſs to 
you; and which, together with the 
Notes, 
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Notes, the Apology for ſome of the 
firſt Chriſtian Writers, and Evidence 
for the Four Goſpels, contains one en- 
tire and diſtin argument for the truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion; and ſuch 
an argument as will remove the con- 
troverſy out of the hands of ignorant 
and unlearned Infidels, and confine 
it to thoſe only, who are capable of 
inquiring into what was done in Pale- 
ſtine and Rome more than ſeventeen 
hundred years ago. And as it ſtates 
the difference between the Infidelity 
of the antients and the moderns, and 
ſhews that the latter have, without any 
authority, denied what the former, 
from the great notoriety of the facts, 
were forced to admit, it affords a ſuf- 
ficient anſwer to the moderns, by op- 
poſing to them the conceſſions of their 
predeceſſors in Infidelity, who were 
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[ X¹¹— 
rather better judges of what was fact 


in or near their own times. 
Notwithſtanding all that has been 


ſaid of late, in ſome moliminous and 


indigeſted heaps of writing againſt . 


theology, it is moſt certain, from the 
different ſchemes of religion in every 


age, as well as every nation in the 


world, from the various attempts of 
atheiſtical and irreligious men, as well 
as of ſectaries (I ſpeak not of modern 
diſſenters and fellow-proteſtants) from 
the birth of Chriſt, to this day, and 
from the controverſies that muſt for 
ever ſubſiſt, whilſt the civil eſtabliſh- 
ment of religion in one country is dif- 
ferent from that of another, theology 
muſt be reckoned among the learned 
and uſeful ſtudics, and they only who 
cannot, or will not, diſtinguiſh be- 


tween opinions that preſerve the li- 


berties 


[ xiü 7 
berties of a people, and thoſe that ne- 
ceſſarily ſerve to inſlave them, will 
object to this ſtudy, as inconſiſtent 
with their own wicked views. 

I am ſure I have no occaſion to 
make any excuſe to my learned bre- 
thren for the Hebrew, Greek, and other 
citations in the following notes. I was 
inquiring into facts, and thought it 
might be more ſatisfactory, even to an 
unlearned reader, to bring my evi- 
dences along with me, and let them 
ſpeak for themſelves, in their own 
language, than to have them at too 
great a diſtance from their interpreter. 

There are other evidences, which 
I have purpoſely omitted, ſuch as the 
eclipſe mentioned by Phlegon, and 
Apollophanes, about the time of 
our Saviour's crucifixion; the appear- 
ance of the ſign Virgo, as deſcribed 


by 


[ xiv ] 
by Abu-maaſhar, commonly called 
Albumaſar, and others; all the Siby- 
line oracles, and the famous paſſage 
in Joſephus, where he doubts whether 
it is lawful to ſpeak of Chriſt as a man, 
and owns his miracles, &c. though I 
am very far from thinking the laſt is 
not genuine : But they have all been 
diſputed by Chriſtian men, and I was 
defirous of uſing ſuch authorities only 


as I think cannot be denied *. 
I 


* If there is any thing of moment yet left 
in the Talmud, it will not be very difficult 
for a man, tolerably well ſkilled in rabbinical 


letters, to collect from thoſe writings all that 


relates to Jeſus, his diſciples, and the Chriſtian 
religion, by means of a copy of the Talmud, 
printed at Venice, which formerly belonged 
to the moſt learned Mr. Selden, and is now 
preſerved amongſt his books, in the Bodleian 
library at Oxford. In this copy, whatever 
relates to Chriſtianity or Chriſtians, is care- 
fully blotted out with ink: And theſe paſſages, 
which are not many, may eaſily be diſcovered 


by 


[ xv ] 

I believe I have not miſrepreſented 
any one of thoſe antient teſtimonies 
cited by me, or forced them to ſay 
more in our language than they have 
long fince faid in their own : But of 
this you are the beſt judges, and to 
your candour and protection the au- 
thor humbly dedicates both his labours 
and himſelf, being, 


Reverend Father and Brethren, 
Your moſt dutiful, 
faithful, affeFionate, 


humble Servant, 


GREGORY SHARPR. 


by turning over the leaves, and be tranſcribed 
from the ſame pages, in any other fair copy 
of the ſame, or other editions where the pages 
anſwer, When I inſpected this copy, I found 
the word dy (virgin) blotted out, though it 
| had, in that place, no reference to the bleſſed 
mother of our Lord; but it ſhews the care 
that has been taken, to mark every word that 
could relate to Chriſtians, 


ACTS u. 22. 


Ye: men of Iſrael, hear theſe words: 
Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you, by miracles, and 
wonders, and figns, which God did 
by him in the midf} of you, as ye 
yourſelves alſo know. 


GE have here an aſſertion of 
dee fulleſt and ſtrongeſt kind, 
RR that the miſſion of Jeſus of 
Nazareth was warranted by miracles ; 
and not only ſo, but that theſe mi- 
racles were performed in ſuch a man- 
ner, as moreover warranted an appeal 
to the ſenſes of the people themſelves, 


for the truth of them. They were 
; B not 


[ 2 ] 
not done in ſecret, but in public, be- 
fore multitudes, in the temple, and 
even in courts of judicature : And 
though the Goſpel was preached to the 


poor, it was offered to the rich, and 


men of all conditions, all the world, 


were invited, and had the ſame evi- 
dence of indiſputable miracles to en- 
gage their aſſent, 

St. Paul, in anſwer to Feſtus, and 
to prove his words to be the © words 


of truth and ſoberneſs, ſays, © the 


&« king knoweth of theſe things, be- 
« fore whom alſo I ſpeak freely; for 


* Chriſti regnum ubique porrigitur, ubi- 
que creditur, ab omnibus gentibus ſupra-enu- 
meratis colitur, ubique regnat, ubique ado- 
ratur, omnibus ubique tribuitur æqualiter. 
Tertul. 1. adverſus Judæos. 


The kingdom of Chriſt is univerſal: He 
is believed every-where, and worſhiped in 
all the nations above-named. He reigns 
© over all, is every-where the object of ado- 
ration, and is equally made known to all 
© in every place. ; 

« ] 


[ 3 ] 

« T am perſuaded that none of theſe 
things are hidden from him; for this 
“thing was not done in a corner.“ 
And ſo far is the king from condemn- 
ing Paul, that, if he had not appealed 
unto Cæſar, he declares he might have 
been ſet at liberty; and inſtead of 
charging him, as did Feſtus, with mad- 
neſs, or with falſe reports, as deceiv- 
ing others, or deceived himſelf, he 
owns unto Paul, © almoſt thou per- 
« ſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian.” 

Nor was Agrippa the only prince, 
the only man of power and eminence, 
who knew of theſe things, and who 
was almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. 
Sergius Paulus, the governor of Cyprus, 
before whom Elymas, the Sorcerer, was 
ſtruck blind, when he ſaw what was 
« done, believed, being aſtoniſhed at 
ce the doctrine of the Lord.” Acts xiii. 
Dionyſus alſo, the Areopagite, a judge 
and Senator of the Areopagus, one of 
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141 
the moſt reſpected courts of Judicature 
in Greece “ believed with Damaris and 
te others, Acts xvii. 34. The © noble- 
c man too, whoſe ſon was ſick at Ca- 
te pernaum, himſelf believed, and his 


ce whole houfe.” John iv. Nay, even 


« Among the chief rulers, many be- 
« lieved on Jeſus, but, becauſe of the 
0 Phariſees, they did not confeſs him.” 


John xii. 42. And even of this rigid | 


ſet we find believers mentioned in the 
Acts xv. 5. 


Saul, the perfecutor, had been 


brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and in the full fury of his zeal was, 
by a ſpecial miracle, converted to the 
faith. And, laſtly, Simon Magus, or 
the magician, alſo beheved : He who 
had © bewitched the people of Sama- 
« ria, giving out that himſelf was ſome 
ce great one, and to whom, proceeds 
the text, © they all gave heed, from 
« the leaſt to the greateſt, ſaying, This 

7 | 6c man 


. 
& man is the great power of God, be- 
« lieved Philip, preaching the kingdom 
« of God, and the name of Jeſus 
<« Chriſt ; and when he was baptized, 
« he continued with Philip and won- 
« dered, beholding the miracles and 
« ſigns which were done.” Nor is ic 
any reproach to the faith he had pro- 
ſeſſed, that he offered the apoſtles 
money for the power of giving the 
Holy Ghoſt ; for that very offer was a 
proof of his belief in the reality of that 
power: And, as the noble anſwer of 
Peter ſhews how ſuperior to all mean 
or mercenary conſiderations the apoſtles 
were, Thy money periſh with thee, 
cc becauſe thou haſt thought the gift of 
© God may be purchaſed with money, 
&c. So the ſubmiſſion of Simon to 
the ſentence denounced againſt him, 
in theſe words, Pray ye to the Lord 
for me, that none of thele things, 
« which ye have ſpoken, come upon 


cc me 


[6] 
ce me,” argues a full perſuaſion in him, 
that nothing but his immediate re- 
pentance could procure him an abſo- 
lution. Acts viii. 
It is not true therefore, FLU the farſt 


converts to the goſpel were all of them 


men of low rank, or mean fortunes, 
The works, that our Saviour did, were 
not confined to the cells and cottages 
of the poor; they were public, they 
were manifeſt to all, and they teſtified 
of him, that his Father had ſent him, 
the expected . the deliverer, 


and the prince *, 
| But 


„ That the word Shiloh NW Gen. xlix. 
10. ſignifies the deliverer, may be proved 
from the idea Jews and Chuiſtians have of the. 
Meſſiah, and from the uſe of that word in 
one of the oriental dialects. Ix; Shala, ſig- 
nifies delivered, and the being called to 5 4 
liver from danger, Golius's Arabic Lexicon, 
col. 1308. and for this ſenſe the authorities 


of Gieuharis and Ibn maruph are cited. But 


as the learned Schultens, in his Origines, had 
derived 


173 


But as he was a prince without a 
temporal power, a deliverer who ap- 
peared unable to deliver himſelf, “ a 
« man of ſorrows and acquainted 


« with griefs, the Jews, who had 


derived Shiloh from IL Sala, © to liquidate 
or reſtore things, that had been great- 
* ly diſturbed, to tranquility, peace, and 
* opulence,” p. 75. Origin. Hebr. I wrote 
to my moſt learned friend Dr. Hunt, 
feſſor of Hebr. and Arab. at Oxford, who 
was pleaſed to prefer the former derivation, 
and to confirm it by the authority of the 
great Arabic Lexicon Kamus, which ex- 
pounds I by Ne 79 deliver, and 
that v (936 (Ce from diſtreſi or 
deſtruttion, from whence the noun & 
virtus, robur, &c. 

And ſince this I have met with the ſame 
derivation in the Hore Talmudice of Schoet- 
genius, Tom. i. p. 1270. who thinks the 
idea of prince and dominion, may likewiſe 
be deduced from the uſe of the Hebrew 


verb dw in Lament. i. 5. and Dan. iv. 1, 


But of this prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10. the 
inſertion of the letter (!), Kc. I have much 


more to communicate than can be contained 
in a ſhort note. 


formed 
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formed very different conceptions of 


him, and who were a groſs, ſordid, 
ſelfiſh people, choſe to deny his miſ- 
ſion, though they could not deny the 
miracles that proved it. 


Indeed it never was diſputed, till 
of late, whether Jeſus and his diſ- 


ciples performed the miracles recorded 
of them in the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament : And ſurely it is as abſurd 
to begin to deny them now, at the 
diſtance of more than ſeventeen hun- 
dred years, as it would be to begin 


to prove them, if they had never be- 


fore been acknowleged. Remote facts 
muſt be left to as remote records, and 
if they eſtabliſh them, it is in vain, 
when it is too late, to conteſt them. 
The Goſpels have every internal 


mark of genuine and- authentic re- 


cords; and it is impoſlible to read 


them, and not ſee they contain a 


hiſtory that could not be invented after 
the 


SS = PF &aYT tf. 


2 


3 3 


E 

the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. There 
are too many facts, and too many 
circumſtances of perſons, places, and 
times, to be forged without a diſcove- 
ry; and it is abſolutely unimaginable, 
that the diſciples and their followers 
ſhould undergo the labours, and tor- 
tures, and miſeries, and cruel deaths 
they were expoſed to, in ſupport of 
what they pretended to have ſeen or 
heard, concerning a meek and humble 
man, whoſe kingdom was not of this 
world, and who had been put to death 
for the opinions they promoted, if all 
was invention, and they themſelves 
were impoſtors. 

The diſciples, who lived with Jeſus, 
could not poſſibly be impoſed upon, 
for whatever deluſion the ſight may be 
liable to, they certainly knew whether 
they themſelves had a power cf work- 
ing miracles, and of talking languages 
they had never learned. And Cle- 
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[ 20 ] 
ment- and Polycarp, who lived with 
them, who died for the ſame opinions, 
and who were men of good under- 
ſtanding, could be no more deceived 


than they themſelves were. Irenzus 
lived to converſe with Polycarp, and 


Juſtin the Martyr was older than Ire- 
næus; and from theſe we have a re- 
gular ſucceſſion of hiſtorians, in num- 


ber and authority ſufficient to eſtabliſh 


the credibility of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. | 


No period of antient times is de- 


livered down to us with ſo much cer- 
tainty, or is ſo well atteſted by ſuch 
variety of evidence, as is that of the 


goſpel. What other facts have ever 


been ſealed with the blood of ſo many 


martyrs? Or what other opinions have 


ever ſpread and prevailed with ſuch 


rapidity, and force of conviction, as 
thoſe of the Chriſtian Faith? Pagan- 
iſm, however general it may have 


been, was not one religion, but one 


7 name 
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name for many very different ſyſtems 
of religion; and Mohammediſm, which 
poſſeſſes ſo much of the globe, is alſo 
a mixed perſuaſion that allows both of 
a divine diſpenſation to the Jews, and 
of the goſpel of Jeſus. 

But the different methods of pro- 
pagating theſe religions in the world, 
are ſufficient to diſtinguiſh the true 
from the pretended revelation. He, 
who lays down his own life in ſup- 
port of his doctrine, gives us a much 
better opinion of himſelf and his ſin- 
cerity, than he who plays the apoſtle 
and the murderer together. Patience 
in ſufferings, even unto death, is a 
fairer proof. of innocence than perſe- 
cution and maſſacres. And as nothing 
ever honoured Chriſtians more, than 
the ſuffering of their martyrs under the 
perſecution of others, ſo nothing ever 
diſgraced them ſo much as their per- 
fecuting one another. 
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But no force, no artifice, no hu- 
man policy, no vain ambition, no 
proud ſcience, had any ſhare in the 
firſt advancement of the Chriſtian 
Faith. No; it derived its ſucceſs 


from its own intrinſic merit, from the 


divine authority manifeſted in it; from 
the awful truths it contained, from 


the exalted morality it recommended, 


and the univerſal charity it breathed. 
It had not its foundation laid in en- 
ticing words, it had not the ſpecious 
gloſs, of human wiſdom, but “ de- 
«© monſtration of the Spirit and of 
« power,” (x Corin. ii. 45). or in 
other words, of prophecy and miracle, 
which rendered all ſuch feeble aids un- 
neceſſary. 

Alas! what is man's wiſdom, that 
we ſhould lay ſo much ſtreſs upon it? 
How ſhort is the ſpace af time allowed 
us to improve it? How few are the 
premiſes we are able to comprehend ? 


How 
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How ſhort is the chain of reaſoning 


we are able to form? How frail, how 
feeble, how tranſitory are all the hy- 
potheſes we are able to build? How 
much are we the dupes of our own 
paſſions ? How ſelfiſh in all our ways? 
Ignorance miſleads us, pride and raſh- 


neſs make us flight or overlook the 


plaineſt truths ; and little more than 
anxiety and incertainty have been the 
only genuine fruits of all our boaſted 
philoſophy. What, therefore, a race 
of beings raiſed one degree above our- 
ſelves might juſtly regard with deri- 
ſion, we may ſuppoſe the greateſt Be- 
ing of Beings regarded with compaſ- 
ſion. However, thus much is gained 
by the efforts we had made to trace 
out a firſt cauſe, and unravel the 
inextricable web of Providence, as to 
ſhew, notwithſtanding our inability 
to remove many doubts, that we are 
religious as well as rational Beings. 
Pri- 


143 
Private happineſs, and public pro- 
ſperity, it had been diſcovered, re- 
quired a religious baſis: This the very 
idolatries of the world had demon- 
ſtrated. But then theſe idolatries had 


cloſed up the door of truth, inſtead of 


opening it; and darkened and be- 
wildered the world, inſtead of direct- 


ing and enlightening it. In the fulneſs 


of time, therefore, for his own glory, 
and for the reſtoring light and life to 
the benighted ſons of Adam, God him- 
ſelf interpoſed, and cauſed a Sun of 
Righteouſneſs to ſhine upon them, 

And one would have thought the 
glad tidings of peace on earth, and 
good-will towards men, offered freely 
to all, would have been as gladly ac- 
cepted by all. 

To be told by a voice from heaven 
what was our duty, and to ſee heaven 
opened to all, in conſequence of our 
diſcharge of it, one would have 

thought, 
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thought, ſhould have filled every heart 
with gratitude, and every mouth with 
praiſe. 

But what was a ſtumbling· block 
to the Jews, proved alſo fooliſhneſs 
to the Greeks; and not only to the 
vain, pretending, ſelf-conceited, ſo- 
phiſts of former times, but to their re- 
preſentatives ſtill to be met with even 
in ours. 

To doubt modeſtly, ought to be 
tolerated, to inquire carefully is me- 
ritorious, but to cavil petulantly, and 
pronounce dogmatically in matters of 
the utmoſt conſequence to the repoſe 
of government, the welfare of ſocicty, 
and the general peace of mankind, is 
not only to act a very diſingenuous 
and unbecoming, but, give me leave 
to ſay, an anti- chriſtian part. 

It ſeems to argue, that the men 
who act in this manner, love darkneſs 
rather than light, becauſe their deeds 


are 


His hiſtory, as well as his nature, 
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are evil. In Hou therefore, that 
there may be fewer of theſe in the 
next generation, for there have been 
too many of them in this, it is to be 
wiſhed, that greater care were to be 


taken of the education of our youth : 


If they were all early inſtructed in the 
principles of religion, and religion 
were placed upon its true baſis, it 
would be better for them and their 
country ; and if to read the Bible, a 
privilege ſo dearly purchaſed for us by 
the blood of ſo many of our fathers, 


was a little more in faſhion than it 1s, 


vice, and its offipring 3 would 


be leſs popular than they are 

It has been hinted, that men are 
religious as well as rational beings, 
ever influenced either by true religion, 
or the abuſe of it, which is ſuperſti- 
tion; for no man is entirely free from 
the dominion of one or the other. 


prove 
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prove this to be true; as alſo, that he 
is not to be governed but by religion; 
that ſociety cannot ſubſiſt without re- 
ligion; and that laws derive their uſe- 
fulneſs and efficacy from it: For where 
there is no religion, there can be no 
conſcience; where there is no con- 
ſcience, there can be no fe of obli- 
gation ; and where there is no ſenſe of 

obligation, laws will be of little uſe, 
Since, therefore, man muſt be of 
ſome religion or other; ſince it is no- 
torious the worſt men are the moſt 
ſuperſtitious “, and he who pretends 
to 


* Many inſtances may be produced out of 
hiſtory to prove this aſſertion, but I ſhall 
content myſelf with only that of Lucius Cor- 
nelius Sylla, who was one of the moſt pro- 
fligate and moſt ſuperſtitious men in the world, 
He was guilty of every vice, and every ſpecies 
of barbarity: His own houſe was a ſcene of 
dreadful excution. He was a ſlave to dreams 
and omens, and yet ſo impious, as to cut 

down 
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to believe the leaſt, is the moſt pre- 


poſterous and paradoxical, if not more 
credulous than others; the honeſt and 


the ſenſible will enquire after true re- 
ligion, and having found it, follow it 


as their beſt director. 

In. the ſearch after this faithful 
guide, in the ſacred writings, they 
will hear of revelations that lay claim 
to the confirmation of miracle and 
prophecy ; and, fince the extinction 
of paganiſm, they will find no reli- 
gion raiſed up on ſo firm foundation. 
In ſhort, if they believe the times 
for the coming of Meſſiah are paſt, 


and that the peculiar additions of 


down the ſacred groves at Athens. He fa- 


crilegiouſly ſeized upon the treaſures of the 


temples, particularly thoſe of Epidaurus, 
Olympia, and Delphi; and yet was ſuperſti- 
tious enough to aſcribe his ſafety in battle, to 
a little image he wore in his boſom of Apollo, 
the very deity he had robbed. Read his 
whole life as it is in Plutarch, 


Mo- 
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Mohammed to the Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtian revelations, are his own, they 
will find the Chriſtian the only reli- 
gion in the world.. And when they 
e 


* The following paſſages taken from La 
Bibliotheque Orientale d'Herbelot, are ſuf- 
ficient to prove what is here ſaid of the Mo- 
hammedans. | 

L' Alcoran donne ce titre (Seddik) au pa- 
triarch Joſeph, a Jefus-Chriſt, et à la fainte 
vierge Marie ſa mere. Ce mot Seddik ſig- 
nifie Temoin fidele et autentique, Article 
Abiibecre, 

Remarquez encore que les Maſulmans pen- 
dant qu'ils doutent des miracles de leur pre- 
tendu prophete, croyent ſans exception ceux 
de Moyſe, et avoiient non ſeulement ceux 
de Jeſus-Chriſt, mais qu' ils lui en font faire 
beaucoup d'autres dans les annees de fon 
enfance, deſquels Vevangile ne fait aucun 
mention. Article Aidt. 

Bad Meſſih ſignifie le vent ou le ſouffle du 
Meſſie. Les Perſans appellent ainſi la puiſ- 
ſance que Jeſus-Chriſt avoit de faire des mi- 
racles, parce qu' ils diſent que, par ſon ſeul 
ſouffle, non ſeulement il refluſcitoit les morts, 
_ il donnoit auſſi la vie aux choſes inani- 
Mees. 


D 2 Ceux 


1 
examine it, they will diſcover in it all 
the marks of a divine original. | 
This 


Ceux, qui ſont mieux inſtruits parmi eux 
des choſes qui regard le Chriſtianiſme, avou- 


ent que Vevangile qui eſt aujourd'hui entre 


les mains des Chtetiens, auſſi - bien que celuy 
qui y etoit au tems que le faux prophete 
Mahomet parut, eſt le veritable evangile de 
Jeſus-Chriſt, et qu'il n'y en a point d' autre. 
Engil. | 
| On trouve parmi les traditions authentiques 
des Muſulmans, celle qui porte que Jeſus- 
Chriſt, qu'ils appellent Ifla, doit, a ſon ſecond 
avenement, reunir toutes les religions et toutes les 
ſectes differentes au Muſulmaniſme. Eſlam. 

Mahadi directeur et pontife dans la reli- 
gion Muſulmane, le ſurnom du dernier Imam 
de la race d' Ali. Les Perſans croyant ou cet 
Imam doit ſe joindre a Jeſus-Chriſt pour 
combattre I'Antichriſt et ne faire de deux lois 
Chretienne et Muſulmane qu'une ſeule. 

Tous conviennent unanimement qu'il (Mo- 
hammed Aboulcaſſem, i. e. Mahadi) doit 
paroitre a la fin du monde, immediatement 
avant le ſecond avenement du Meſſie, pour 
reunir toutes les ſectes des Muſulmans en 
une ſeule, et toutes les religions differentes au 
Muſulmaniſme, p. 604. 

Voyez le paſſage de V'Alcoran où il eſt 

parle 


— 


in 22 2 yy 
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This I have touch'd upon already 
but my ſubje& requiring me to en- 
large upon it, I muſt take leave to 
add, 


parle de ces foſſes ou puits de feu au Chapi- 
tre 85. eſt en ces termes les gens qui ont 
prepare les foſſes pleins, &c. on fait ſouffrir 
aux fideles. Et Von peut remarquer que Ma- 
homet reconnoit en cet endroit que les Chre- 
tiens de ce tems 1a etoient fideles, c eſt-à-dire, 
qu'ils faiſoient profeſſion de la veritable foy. 

Il eſt parle de la ſainte Vierge tres honor- 
ablement en pluſieurs endroits de FAlcoran, ou 
I'on trouve meme un chapitre entier qui porte 
ſon nom. 


To theſe paſſages in Herbelot may be add- 
ed the ſentiments of Achmet Benabdalla, the 
African phyſician, in a letter to Maurice, prince 
of Orange, and Emanuel of Portugal, in an- 
ſwer to this queſtion, * What think the Moors 
© of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Dico eum haberi 
apud nos prophetam, et nuntium Dei (ut Au- 
riacus princeps Mauritius tunc etiam dixit) et 
benedictam Dei ſanctam, Mariam ejus matrem 
et dominam noſtram virginem, quæ peperit et 
concepit miraculo ex Deo omnipotenti. I 
* anſwer, ſays the African, that he is held by 
us to be a prophet, and the meſſenger of God 
(as Maurice, prince of Orange, then ſaid) and 

* our 
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add, That it is an inſtitution, in itſelf, 
worthy of God to command, and of 
man to obey; a reaſonable ſervice, well 
adapted to the different natures of God 
and man; a covenant between them 
of grace and mercy, with the condi- 
tions to be performed by us, that we 
may be partakers of them; delivered 
to the world by the Mediator, Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Advocate for frail, degene- 
rate man, his Saviour, Redeemer, King, 
and at the reſurrection of the dead his 
Judge. Awful and moſt intereſting 
truths, promulgated with authority 
from on high, atteſted by the powers 
of heaven, and the providence of God, 


* our lady the virgin Mary his mother, to 
be bleſſed of God, holy, who brought him 


forth, and conceived him miraculouſly by the 


* Almighty power of God. This letter of Ache 
met's was given to Wagenſeil, author of the 
Tela ignea Satanæ, and after his death, a very 
few copies of it (pauciſſima exemplaria) were 
printed by his ſon at Altdorf, 

by 
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by miracles and prophecies. Inſtances 
of the latter we may behold with our 
own eyes, in the accompliſhment of 
the New Teſtament predictions, de- 
claring, long before, what would be 
the fate, what the peculiar corruptions 
of the church of Chriſt in after- ages; 
and as we cannot but ſee this, if we 
look into the weſtern world, we can 
have no reaſon to deny the former, 
ſince prophecy fulfilled is itſelf an un- 
deniable inſtance of miracle. 

A religion from heaven ſeem'd to 
demand this proof of its origin: and 
* 'Ns Xa £X TOUTWY dels, ws £4nv, Toy Inoouy 
XI TwV MET QUTOV YEYNTOMEVWY WpOYVOTHY ET i= 
Fuse, xa C arkuy ds ToANuv wv Weounre 


yernoedai Tols TIGqEUEL Kai OfhOAGYOUTLY GuTAY 
Xea9o. | 


* So from theſe, as I ſaid, we know that 
© Jeſus had foreknowlege of what ſhould 
* come to paſs after him, and from many 
other things, which he foreteld ſhould 
pen to thoſe who believed and confeſſed him 
the Chriſt” Juſtini, Dialog. 1. 


ſurely 


revelation. 
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ſurely the reſtoration of man may 
as well deſerve the public atteſtation 
of heaven, as the creation of him 
and it may be equally difficult to 


account for either, without miracle or 


To create is an extraordinary ex- 
ertion of divine power, at leaſt it 
muſt appear ſo to us; and whenever 
man was newly made, as he could 
not be left at once to himſelf, deſtitute 
of all knowlege, and uninformed of 
the conſequences of all his actions, 
ſo any ſuch information or revelation, 
muſt have been equal to prophecy : it 
is in vain therefore, to object againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion, on account of 
its being ſupported by miracle and pro- 
phecy, fince there can be no religion 
without them. SY 

If then we are forced to acknow- 
lege not only that miracles may be, 
but that they actually have been per- 


form'd, 
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form'd, it will be very unreaſonable 
to refuſe our aſſent to thoſe of the 

golpel. | 
Notwithſtanding the great growth 
of Infidelity of late, and the many 
writings in its favour, which ſerve to 
increaſe the number of unbelieving, 
ſuperficial men; notwithſtanding the 
yet greater number of unbehevers, 
who are not readers, and who have 
never examined the merits of the 
Chriſtian cauſe; it is very certain, no- 
thing, now ſaid or done, can invalidate 
the evidence for facts accompliſhed 
more than ſeventeen hundred years ago. 
Infidelity would have begun with con- 
teſting the facts, if they had not been 
too conſpicuous, and too well atteſted, 
to admit of any diſpute: But as it 
did not in thoſe early days diſpute 
thoſe facts, it is certainly now too late 
to diſpute them. Whence then ariſes 
this ſpirit of contradiction, in theſe 
1 later 


1 
later times? Have any of our ſophiſts 
diſcovered any antient records that con- 
tradict the hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
ment? No, they do not pretend to 
any thing like it. Have they any new 


evidence, any other materials to work 


with, than what the old Infidels had 
furniſhed long ago? Why no; the 


evidence remains as it did, but Infi- 


delity itſelf is changed. 

The firſt or old infidels lived too 
near the times of Jeſus and the apoſtles, 
to deny or diſpute the miracles per- 


formed by them; and the modern 


think themſelves at liberty to do both, 
only becauſe the glaring notoriety of 
the ſeveral facts upon record has, in 
the courſe of ſo many ages, been ne- 
ceſſarily worn off. And I muſt afk 
again, if neither Chriſtians nor Hea- 
thens, neither Jews nor Muſſulmans 
ever denied the facts recorded by the 
evangeliſts; if nor Celſus, nor Por- 


1 phyry, 


"n 
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phyry, nor * Julian, nor long after 
them the Mohammedans, ever denied 
the 


* In the fixth book of Cyril againſt Julian, 
are the following paſſages, by which it ap- 
pears that Fulian, bh h he would have di- 
miniſhed the glory of our Lord's miracles, 
could not deny them, | 


O Js Iucous. . ode axons afior, eu un Tis 
oi T Tous KUAAQUS Kat TUPAoLs INTRA, x 
Iaiporas ras epo er Bnbœ ai ai gy Be- 
Sari THS Kwucais F MEYIGWY EPYWY Eva. P. 191. 
edid. Spanhem. 

Jeſus did nothing worthy report, unleſs 
© any one think to heal the lame, and the 
© blind, and to cure demoniacs, in the towns 
of Bethſaida and Bethany, are ſome of the 
« greateſt works. 


Incous Je v Trois TVEvuaoty emitaTlor, xaiBa- 
Sid eri us IxAtoTNS, Kal Ta d allovie £=eAzue 
ror, ws Os vers Beagle, Toy ouparor xa Thy nv 
aTEpYATR ENS. Ou yup In TRUTH TETIAKINE Tis 
&TEy epi auToy Twv pablo, et n joves lwar* 
ys. Cyril. contra Julian, lib. vi. 


© Jeſus commanded ſpirits, walking on the 

* ſea, and driving out demons, and, as you 
© will have it, made the heaven and the earth: 
E 2 But 
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the miracles of Jeſus, for what other 
reaſon, or on what new grounds, are 


they denied now ? 
But 


© But no one of the diſciples hath dared to 
< ſay this of him, except John only.” p. 313. 


Julian was inſtructed in grammar by Mar- 
donius the eunuch, an heathen; in rhetoric, 
by Eubalius, who was far from being ſteady 
in the faith; and the good deſigns of the 
emperor, and of Euſebius the biſhop, were 
fruſtrated by Maximus the philoſopher. He 
does not appear to have ever been a Chriſtian, 
He conformed for his own ends, and de- 
clared himſelf a heathen as ſoon as he could 
do it with ſafety to his perſon and dignities. 
Too much has been complaiſantly ſaid of his 
parts and learning ; for he is far from being a 
writer of the firſt claſs. He was exceedingly 


| ſuperſtitious, thinking it more reaſonable to 


worſhip the ſun than what is not an object of 
fight. There is more of malice and envy 
than true wit in his Cæſars, and his reproach- 
ful treatment of the Chriſtians, was as cruel 
as it was unjuſt; to take away their fortunes, 
and tell them he thereby made them partakers 
of a goſpel-gleſſing, for bleſſed are the poor. 
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But if we had no other information 
than the New Teſtament itſelf gives, 


it 


Seorepoy rope pos TouTa ouvarywniQopevois 


"Tos arb gros, æνο,e Ta ypmuaTe Tis Edeorn- 


v EXXANTIGS d TAVTE ere, arzAnoaInvats 
Sebnoopera Tos Ppatiwlats, x To xlnuaia Tos 
npeElepots wWpore)nvai S rot. hu TEVWHEVE 
TWPporwoty, N jul Fepibwoty 1s £71 ENTIQOUELD) 
oupariov Bacoiraas* Tois oixouot I's Tyy Edtoray 
Wpoayopevorey aTE t T&TN CHTEWS Kat 
GlAovatics, Ir en Thy nu SA 
xuↄaνν, x u auTWwy Y THS TWY XOWWY 
arafizs Irxnv rige, Siet xa Fuyn xa Tups n- 
puoberrss. 


© Since it is provided by a moſt aſtoniſhing 
law, that they may with leſs trouble enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; to aſſiſt theſe 
men in this affair, we have commanded all 
the effects of the church of the Edeſſeni to 
be taken away, and diſtributed to the ſol- 
diers, and their poſſeſſions to be added 
our own private ones: That by being 
they may become wiſe, and not be ted 
of that heavenly kingdom they now hope 
for. We command the inhabitants of Edeſſa 
to avoid all ſedition and ſtrife, leſt they 
provoke our humanity, and you be made to 
ſuffer for the common diſturbance, and be 
puniſh- 
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it ſhould ſeem ſufficient ; for I believe 
very few, if any, have ever critically 
conſidered the ſtyle and compoſition of 
theſe writings, the wiſdom and oeco- 
conomy of the divine diſpenſation ; 
the truth and harmony of the rela- 
tions they contain; the ſtrict unifor- 

mity of * preſerved by the 
perſons whoſe hiſtories are related; 


but have been thoroughly convinced 


© puniſhed with fire, ſword, and baniſh- 


© ment.” 


He could do more than this, if the letter 
to the Jews, aſcribed to him, be genuine, 
where he fays, ſpeaking of ſome who were 
deſirous of oppreſſing the Jews, and who had 
been admitted to the table of Conſtantius, 


Ous ue gyw tv NED E125 AaZoueros, cis Bo- 
beo o WAET Es s une urnαν, TL Gepedral 
Excel Tap nv THhS RUTWY α WAGES» 

* Whom I ſeized with my own hands, nd 
« deſtroyed, by thruſting them into a pit, that 
there might be no report amongſt us left of 
* their deſtruction.” See the note, p. 113, 
114. of an introduction to Univerſal Hiſtory, 
tranſlated from the Latin of Baron 8 
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and fatisfied of their authenticity and 
truth. 

Jo this we may add the hiſtorical 
accounts handed down to us from the 
apoſtolic days, by Chriſtian writers, 
to whom nothing can be objected, but 
that they were Chriſtians ; ar? is, well 
informed of what they relate. And 
then, if we conſider the amazing fuc- 
cefs it met with, ſpreading itſelf, in a 
few years, over all the known world; 


it is not poſſible to add any thing 


more to ſuch clear manifeſtation of 
the truth, as it was in Jeſus; unleſs 
we can ſhew, that the adverſaries 
themſelves have acknowleged many of 
the facts: And even this I ſhall ſoon 
do from their own writings; after 
which, what will remain for the un- 
belieyer, if he will continue an un- 
believer, but to ſhift his ground once 
again, and by attacking the religion, 
inſtead of the hiſtory of Jeſus, deny 

Chriſtianity 
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[ 32 ] 
Chriſtianity to be as old as the Crea- 
tion. 

So public, conſpicuous, and incon- 
conteſtable therefore were the miracles 
of our Lord, that his enemies choſe 
rather to blaſpheme the power, than 
deny the fact: inſtead of acknow- 
leging theſe miraculous inſtances of 
goodneſs and mercy, as well as of 
divine power, to proceed from the 
one and only God, they maliciouſſy 
reported them to be the works of Bel- 
zebub, the prince of demons. But af- 
terwards, when the power of demons, 
or Idolatry, was diſcovered to be vain, 
they aſcribed the great actions of our 
Lord to his {kill in magic; and other 
later Jews, to his having ſtole from a 
ſtone in the ſanQuary *, which never 

was 


* The ſtory of the foundation-ſtone, call- 
ed dy is in Toledoth Jeſhu, near the be- 
ginning, told in theſe words, | 
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[ 33 ] 
was there, the true reading of the 


name of God : but neither Jew nor 
Gen- 
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And in that time there was Shem-mapho- 
reſch (the diſtinguiſhed name of God) en- 
graved in the holy houſe (temple) upon the 
foundation- ſtone. For as king David dug 
the foundation, he found there a ſtone over 
the mouth of the abyſs, and upon it was 
engraved the name; and he took it up and 
depoſited it in the holy of holies.— And they 
made two lions of braſs by the names (by 
inchantment) and placed them over the door 
of the holy of holies, one on the right, the 
other on the left. And every one who en- 
tered and learned the name as he went out 
(hearing) the lions bark, and from fear and 


C Per- 


34 


Gentile ever thought of denying the 
miracles. The diſpute of old, between 


perturbation, the names eſcape him and are 
forgot (frightened by the roaring of the lions 
he forgets the name he had juſt before learn'd) 
And he (Jeſus) entered the temple, and 
learned the name of the holy letters, and 
* writ the name upon paper, and pronounced 
the name that it ſhould not hurt him, and 
he cut open his fleſh, and hid the paper 
* with the name. 


The temple was not built by David, but 
by Solomon, how then could David depoſite 
this ſtone in the holy of holies ? If we believe 
the Miſhna, this ſtone was known long be- 
fore the days of David. 


Joma. c. 5. b. 2. 
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© From the time the arc failed, there was 
© a ſtone, within the memory of the firſt pro- 
phets, called the foundation-ſtone, three 
fingers high from the ground. 2. But Jo- 
ſephus, ſpeaking of the holy of holies, ſays 
expreſly, © There was nothing at all laid in it, 
*X£1.5 4 guJev 0A95 EU jf 


them 
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351 


them and Chriſtians, was not con- 
cerning the facts, but the cauſe. 
We read of many thouſands, Acts 


xxi. 20. who believed in Jeſus, but 


who, nevertheleſs, circumciſed their 


children, and walked after their own 
cuſtoms ; and who were ſo offended 
with the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
as to lay hands on him, and bring 
him to a trial before Feſtus and Agrip- 
pa. Theſe had no motives for con- 
viction, but what aroſe from the evi- 
dence of facts, and were converts to 
them only, and not to the apoſtles. 
From ſuch ſort of believers proceed- 
ed many ſtrange ſects, and certain ſpu- 
rious editions of the goſpel. But of 
theſe there are many more names than 
books * ; all of them are founded up- 


ON 


*The goſpel of the Nazarenes, the Ebion- 
ites, the twelve apoſtles, according to the He- 
brews, of Bartholomew, Cerinthus, was the 
F 2 ſame 


[ 36 ] 


on the true goſpels, but charged with 


| ſuch abſurd additions, as ſerve to pro- 


claim their forgery, and to promote, 
rather than leſſen, the credibility of the 
true goſpels ; which come to our hands 
from the laſt and moſt beloved diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus: And from that time to 
this, the church never admitted any 
other, nor, in all its controverſies, ſuf- 
fered any alterations wilfully to be 
made, in favour of any prevailing opi- 
nions ; but orthodox and heretic con- 
ſtantly appealed to the ſame deciſive 
authority, the ſame book. And from 
the commentaries and controverſies of 
Chriſtian men, and the citations they 
have ſeverally made of Scripture, at 
different times, and in very diſtant 
places, we have the ſureſt evidence 


that the copy of the Scriptures we 


poſſeſs is genuine. 


fame, in all probability, with the Hebrew 
goſpel of St. Matthew, interpolated. 


And 


| 
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[ 37 ] 

And that there may be no doubt of 
miracles having been performed by Je- 
ſus and his diſciples, we will now call 
upon the antient Jews and Pagans, to 
declare what they knew of theſe mat- 
ters. 

The firſt and moſt inveterate ene- 
mics of Chriſt and Chriſtians were 
the Jews, who expected a conqueror, 
not over death, but kingdoms ; not one 
to ſave, but to deſtroy ; they wanted 
a redeemer, not to deliver them from 
the power of ſin, but the yoke of their 
enemies; they deſired not ſo much 
the ſalvation of the world, as the de- 
ſtruction of Rome; and inſtead of a 
pious reſignation to the good deſigns 
of providence, they thirſted for re- 
venge, dominion, and the ſword, Diſ- 
appointed in all theſe expectations, 
they crucify their only Meſſiah, the 
Lord of lite ; and having rejected him, 
they were ſo far rejected by him, as to 


be 


„ 
be drove into a ſtate of diſperſion; in 
which they now are, and will conti- 
nue to be, until the fulneſs of the 
„ Gentiles be come in *.” This diſ- 
perſon, 


one nh N u dh du n 
d 3n Men) mm pom" bp END) 
Maimonides de Chriſto, F. 4. 


* And he (Jeſus) was the cauſe (or it was 
© on his account) that Iſrael periſhed by the 
© ſword, that their remains were diſperſed and 
* oppreſſed, the law changed, and the greater 
© part of the world perverted.” - 


It is evident from Joſephus, the Jewiſh 
hiſtorian, that James was put to death not 
long before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; and 
Origen cites Joſephus (though it be an error) 
for ſaying, that the death of James was the 
deſtruction of that city. I think the cauſe of 
Origen's miſtake was no other than his own 
reaſoning upon the paſſage, as it now ſtands 
in Joſephus; by which it is plain, that the 
putting James to death was almoſt univerſally 
reſented by the people, as a wicked abuſe of 
power : and that commotions ſhould ariſe 
from thence, and be followed by the ruin of 
the ſtate, does not ſeem to be a ſtrange con- 

cluſion. 


[ 39 ] 
perſion, as well as the deſtruction of 


the city of Jeruſalem, they own to 
have been the conſequence of his 
death, or to have been cauſed by him: 
And in the antient writings of their 
Rabbi's, often ſpeak of him as * lifted 
up or crucified. They call him Je- 


ſus of Nazareth; the + ſon of Mary ||, 
the 


cluſion. Maimonides, we know, aſcribes the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem to our Lord. And 
when we conſider how difficult it muſt have 
been to cite paſſages from ſuch volumes, as the 
antients uſed, and without indexes, it muſt 
not be thought partial in us, if we pardon 
Origen, not only for this miſtake, but for 
his omiſſion alſo of the famous paſſage con- 
cerning Jeſus (ſee the remarks of the learned 
Dr. Foſter upon this place) which may have 
been in the original Joſephus, even though it 
were wanting in Origen's copy. 
paſſim Dr * 


4 paſſim. Sanhedrin. WW? + 
Sanhedrin. y NaN || 


But this is an error, for it was Joſeph her 
huſband who was the ſon of Eli. See the an- 


notations 


40 
the daughter of Eli, whoſe ſon he was 


without the knowlege of her huſband. 
After 


notations of Wagenſcil upon Toledoth Jeſhu. 
Schoetgenius's hore Talmudicz, vol. II. p. 
702. And Ezardus upon the Avoda Sara; 
who, however, is miſtaken, p. 304. vol. I. 
in ſaying that Jeſus was, out of contempt, 


called n 72 749 © a carpenter, the ſon of a 


© carpenter', in Gemara, fol. 30. 2. for there 
is no mention of Jeſus in that place. 

In the Toldoth Jeſhu, publiſhed by J. J. 
Huldric, 1705. and which is very different 
from that publiſhed by Wagenſeil, there is 
mention made of the murder of the inno- 
cents, p. 12. 
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* And the king gave orders for the putting 
© to death every infant to be found in Beth- 
© lehem, and the king's meſſengers kill every 
infant, according to the royal order. 


There is another teſtimony for this ſlaughter 
in Macrobii Saturn. I. 2. c. 4. Cum audiviſſet 
Auguſtus, inter pueros, quos in Syria Herodes 
rex Judzorum infra bimatum juſſit interfici, 
filium quoque ejus occiſum, ait, melius eſt 
Herodis porcum eſſe quam filium. 

| When 


[ 41 ] 
After this, they ſay, he fled into * Egypt, 
and there learned thoſe magic arts, by 
which he was enabled to perform all 


his 


When Auguſtus heard that Herod's own 
© ſon was killed amongſt the infants, under 
* two years of age, put to death, in Syria, by 
his father's order, he ſaid it was better to be 
* Herod's hog, than his ſon. 


Sixtus Senenſis, in his Bibliotheca, pretends 
to have read the ſame anſwer in Dion Caſſius, 
but it is not in any of our copies, all of which 
want that part of his hiſtory. Cedrenus too, 
ſays, that Herod was diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of TlaSox1ovos, or ſlayer of children, but 
he does not mention his author, 
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Sanhedrin, fol. 107. 2. 


© When Jannæus the king put the Rabbi's 
© to death, R. Joſhua, the fon of Perichia, 


© and Jeſus, fled to Alexandria in Egypt. 


vd Sy MINDA IND DEYIRMD [2 
Shabbat. fol. 104. b. 


The ſon of Satda brought with him ma- 


gie arts, from Egypt, inſerting them in his 
* fleſh.” 


G The 


[ 42 ] 
his miracles. Again, they own two 
|] witneſſes were ſuborned to ſwear 
againſt him, and declare that he 


was { crucified on the evening of the 
Paſ- 


The comment upon this is, 1 
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He could not bring away the writings, 
© for the magicians ſearched every one on his 
departure, that he might not carry away 
© the incantations to (the ſons of) other coun- 
© tries,” 
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© To none of thoſe guilty of death, by the 
© law, are ſnares laid, except him (who has 
endeavoured to pervert another to idola 
and ſtrange worſhip) how do they perform 
it to him? They light a candle in an inner 
room, and place the evidences in one with- 
out, ſo that they may ſee him and hear his 
voice, Without his ſeeing them. 
And 
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[ 43 ] 
Paſſover, Mention is alſo made in 
theſe writings, of ſeveral of his + diſ- 
ciples, of Matthew, Thaddzus, and 
Bauni, the name of him who was af- 
ter- 


And ſo they did to the ſon of Satda (placed 
men privately in the next room, to be evi- 
* dence againſt him) in Lud, and ſuſpended 
him on the croſs, on the evening of the 
© Paſſover.” 


ND 195 15 vn pn nn h n + 
N 2121 189 1NP9 
Sanhedrin, c. vi. fol. 43. 1. fin. 


The Rabbins ſay that Jeſus had five diſ- 
* ciples, Mathai, Nakai, Nezer, Boni and 
Nola. 


See Buxtorf's Talmud. Lexicon. col. 1458. 
under WD. Wagenſeil upon Toledoth Jeſhu, 
p. 17, 18, 19. Schoetgenius, Horz Talmud, 
vol. ii. p. 699. 703. The you marked || 
and 4, are cited by Buxtorf, in his Talmudic 
Lexicon, col. 1458. Schoetgenius reading in 
the next page of the Lexicon, Duo falſi teſtes 
contra ipſum pronunciarunt producti] Two 
* falſe witneſſes pronounced | produced] againſt 
him, but not reading what is ſaid in the 

G 2 preced- 


[ 44 ] 
terwards called Nicodemus, and of 
whom, as a very great, and good, and 
pious ruler, much is related in theſe 


books. In one of them * Eliezer tells 
his 


preceding page, denies that Buxtorf has cited 
any authority for this; loco non ſimul indicato. 
non tamen eſt quod fidem ejus in dubium 
vocemus, p. 706. vol. ii. Hor. Talmud. 
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Avoda Sara, c. 1. p. 130. Ezardus. 


* Walking in the high ſtreet of Zippor, 
© and I found one of the diſciples of Jeſu of 
© Nazareth, James, a man of the town of 
* Secania, who ſaid to me, it is written in 
your law, Deuter. xxiii. 18. 7 hou ſhalt not 
* bring the hire of an harlet..... And ] did not 
© anſwer him, and he, adding, ſaid to me, Je- 
© ſus of Nazareth taught me the meaning of 
* Micha. i, 7. For ſhe gathered it of the _ 
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[ 45 ] 

his friend Akiba, that he met with 
James, a diſciple of Jeſus of Nazareth, 
in Zippor, a town in Galilee; who 
gave him the interpretation of a paſ- 
ſage in the Old Teſtament, which he 
had received from Jeſus, and with 
which Eliezer was, at that time, pleaſ- 
ed. That the diſciples of Jefus had 
the power of working miracles, and 
the gift of healing, in the name of 
their maſter, is confeſs d by theſe 
Jews; who give an inſtance of it in 
the grandſon of Rabbi Joſhua, the ſon 
of Levi, who being in great danger, 
one of the diſciples came, and would 
have cured him, in the name of Jeſus *, 

| This 


c of an harlot, and they ſhall return to the 
* hire of an harlot, From an impure place 
they came, to an impure place they ſhall 
© go. And this interpretation (ſays R. Eliezer) 
* pleaſed me.” 
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[46] 
This power is again aeknowleged, in 
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The grandſon of R. Joſe, ſon of Levi, 
* ſwallowed (ſomething) and there came one 
of the ſons of men, and whiſpered (ſome- 
© thing) in the name of Jeſus, the ſon of Pan- 
© dira, and he was about to (or did) recover: 
On his departure he (R. Joſe) ſays to him, 
* what did you whiſper ? he (James) ſays to 
© him, ſuch a word. He faid, better were it 
© for him to die, and not have heard it. And 
* ſoit happened unto him. 


Thus it is in the Pugio ſidei, publiſhed with 
annotations, by de Voiſin, p. 290. But in the 
notes to the ſecond chapter of the Avoda ſara, 
by Ezardus, p. 311. it 1s cited differently, 
PE for AMR. MN inſtead of d DYYN) 
for dx 79 for vH and ip x without h- 
Which reading is confirm'd by a copy of the 
Talmud conſulted, on this occaſion, by Dr. 
Hunt, who obſerves that the ſame paſſage oc- 
curs again in the following chapter of the ſame 
Talmud, ain Momedin; where it is ye 71 x9» 

» © and not to have heard CHs word, which 


is fuller and plainer than either j5 Wy or 
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[ 47 ] 
* the caſe of the ſon of Dama, grand- 
ſon of Iſhmael, who was dying of the 
bite of a ſerpent, when James, the 
ſame who had the conference with 
Eliezer, came and offered to cure the 
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Avoda Sara, 2 cap. p. 48. by Ezardus. 


There was an inſtance of this in the ſon 
of Dama, the ſiſter's ſon of R. Iſmael, Who 
Vas bit by a ſerpent : And there came James, 
a man of the town of Secania, to heal him, 
but R. Iſhmael would not ſuffer him. And 
he (the young man) ſaid to R. Iſhmael, my 
uncle, ſuffer that I be healed by him, and 
I will produce a paſſage from the law, to 
prove it lawful; . he ſcarcely uttered theſe 
* words, when the ſpirit fail'd him, and he 
died. R. Iſmael ſpoke over him aloud, 
* ſaying, Bleſſed art thou, O ſon of Dama, 
* that thy body is pure, and thy ſoul hath de- 
* parted pure out of it. 


young 


[ 48 ] 
young man, but the grandfather for- 
bad it, and he died. In a much later 
work of the Jews, and that the moſt 
virulent of all the invectives againſt 
Jeſus, his power of raiſing from the 
dead, and healing leprous perſons, is 
acknowleged over and over again *. 
To 
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And he ſaid, Bring hither to me a dead 
© man, and I will reſtore him to life. And 
they ran and broke open a ſepulchre, and 
found in it nothing but dry bones, and they 
© haſten to him to tell him, that they found 
© nothing but bones. And he ſaid bring them. 
And they brought them, and he joined the | 
* bones, 4 — to bone, and brought over 

* them 


[ 49 ] 
To theſe conceſſions we may add, what 
Joſephus has faid of the time when 


the Jews, according to their prophets, 
ex- 


them, ſkin and fleſh, and finews, and he 
© aroſe and ſtood upon his feet and lived. 
And the men, who beheld, wondered at 
* the thing. And he faid to them, do you 
* wonder at this? Bring me one that is a 
© leper, and I will cure him. And they 
© brought to him a leper, and he cured him 
* alſo, by the name Hammaphoraſh. And 
© when they beheld theſe things, they fell 
down and worſhiped him, and ſaid unto 


* him, of a truth thou art the Son of God.” 
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Toledoth Feſhu, by Wagenſeil, under the 
title of Ignea tela Satan. | 


© And Jeſus ſaid, Bring hither to me a 
© leper, and I will heal him. And they 
© brought him a leper, and he put his hand 


© upon him, and pronounced the great * 
c an | 


50 
expected Meſſiah, the Prince and the 
Deliverer; and what he has ſaid of 
John the Baptiſt, and his death, and 
of 


and the man was cured, and he became 
© again like the fleſh of a child; moreover, 
« Jeſus ſaid, Bring hither to me a dead body, 
and they brought him one that was dead : 

* he laid his hand upon him, and pronounced 
© the name, and he came to life, and ſtood 
upon his feet.” 


It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that in the 
abſtract of the Talmud, which is in common 
uſe with the Jews, and alſo in the printed co- 
pies of Medraſh Kohelet, the name of Jeſus 
is omitted; but in the Toſaphoth, or mar- 
ginal rl to the Avoda Sara, it is ex- 


preſſed thus; 5 
vb f - 


© James, a man of the town of Secania, 
one of the diſciples of Jeſus.” And in the 
_ Gloſs of Jarchius ; 
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And 4 came james, a man of the 
© town of Secania, to him, to cure him in 
the name of his maſter Jeſus.” 93 

3 . Com- 
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51) 
of the murder of James, the brother 
of Jeſus. 

And now we may ſurely be per- 
mitted to infer, that ſo many goſpel 
facts would never have been admitted 
by theſe early Jews, if the goſpel- 
hiſtory had not been true; for they, 
of all adverſaries, would not have 
borne their teſtimony alſo to the mi- 
raculous powers of Chriſt, and his 
apoſtles, if they could have been de- 
nied. And whatever they may have 
ſaid on the other fide * againſt our 

Sa- 

Compare the annotations of de Voiſin to 


the Pugio ſidei, p. 298. with thoſe of Ezardus 
to the ſecond chapter of Avoda Sara, p. 313. 


The reaſon why the old Rabbins refuſed 
to have their grand-children cured WY O22 in 
the name of Jeſus, was, becauſe Chriſtians 
are eſteemed minim, or heretics, by them, and 
the name of Jeſus is, to them, an Avoda Sara, 
or idolatry. 


* See Sepher Toledoth, publiſhed by Wa- 
genſeil. This book applies all that is ſaid of 
Mary, the dreſſer of women's hair, in the 

H 2 Talmud, 


„ 


t 
1 
' 
4 
1 
4 
6 
| * 


K 4 edi aa, CB — 


l Ada. 


> — — _ — — — 2 — — — 
— — — 
ä — — — — 


[ 52 ] 
Saviour or his mother, by miſtaking 
Mary Magdalene, for the mother of 
Jeſus, 


Talmud, to the mother of Jeſus. The cir- 
cumſtances being ſo many, and ſo exactly the 
ſame, it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe that 


the Jews could mean any other by Jeſhu, the 


ſon of Satda, than our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
nor is there any pretence againſt this, but 
what ariſes from a miſtake in the Jewiſh 
chronology. But the Jews are well known 
to be very bad chronologers at beſt, and in 
this caſe are moſt remarkably inconfiſtent. 
So that they are of no authority in determining 
the age of Jeſus, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing collections. 5 

The ſon of Satda (Mary) and Pappus, ſon 
of Jehuda, by Pandeira, the diſciple of Joſhua 
ben Perachija, lived in the reign of Alexander” 
Jannæus, an. m. 3670. See Zemach David. 
Pappus was living before Akiba died, anno 


mund. 3880. And Mary, the mother of Je- 


ſus, is ſaid to have lived in the times of 


Akiba. Here then is an anachroniſm of about 


two hundred years. 

Another proof of the confuſion and incer: 
tainty of their chronology is, according to 
them, Mary lived under the ſecond temple, in 
the time of Alexander Jannzus ; but the angel 


of 


( 53] 
Jeſus, and by charging her ſon with 
the exerciſe of magic, and with other 


calum- 


of death is ſaid to be with R. Bibi ben Abai; 
and to order Mary (the ſame Mary diſtinguiſh- 
ed by them, in this and ſeveral other places, 
as one who dreſs'd women's heads) to be 
brought to him, that is, according to Jar- 
chius, to be kill d. But Bibi lived long af- 
ter the ſecond temple, and is reckoned one 
of the Gemariſts. 

See all this proved by Ezardus, in his notes 
to the firſt chapter of Avoda Sara, p. zoo, 
301. and b Voiſin, in his annotations upon 
the Pugio fider, p. 299. 

Again ; the ſon of Satda, as it is in Wa- 


genſeil's Toledoth Jeſhu, lived under Alex- 


ander Jannzus, and performed ſome of his 
miracles in the preſence of queen Helena, 
Now Alexander lived before the Cæſars reign- 
ed in Rome, a. urbis c. 675. And Helena, 
when Claudius reigned, a. u. c. 794. Alex» 
ander reigned twenty-ſix years. So that here 
is, by this account, an anachroniſm of about 
a hundred years. | 
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* two ſons Monbaz and Iſates, became pro- 
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[54] 
calumnies, is eaſily removed, by con- 
ſidering the moral and religious cha- 
racter of our Lord, which is far 
greater than ever was repreſented in 


any other perſon in the world. He, 


of all philoſophers or legiſlators, was 


the only one who confirmed every law, 
and every precept of his own making, 
by his own example : He was King, 


Prieſt and Prophet, and yet the Ser- 


vant of his own diſciples, the ſubject 
of his own laws ; meek, humble, and 
obedient, even unto the death of the 
croſs, the end he had foretold of him- 
ſelf. He, of all men, alone was free 
from fin, * © who did no violence, 
« neither was any deccit in his mouth; 
and it is impoſſible to read his ſtory, 
and not reject the calumnies and blaſ- 


« ſelytes in the Days. of Claudius Cæſar. 
Zemach David. See Buxtorf's Talmud Lexi- 
con, under 208. 


* Iſaiah liii, 


phemous 
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55 ] 
phemous aſperſions of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. 

Again, there is nothing in the goſ- 
pels, nor in Joſephus, that intimates 
the leaſt reflection on the character of 
the bleſſed Mary * : On the contrary, 
the great regard and tenderneſs ex- 
preſſed by Jeſus for his mother, and 


the excellent character of James, the 


brother of Jeſus, as it is reported by 


the Jewiſh hiſtorian, ſeem ſufficient to 


declare her innocent . If 


* There is a paſſage in Maſſecheth Kallah, 
fol. 18. 2. in which Akiba, the great Akiba 


of the Jews, promiſes her eternal happineſs, 
if ſhe will confeſs the truth concerning her 


ſon. She is then ſaid to have owned, that he 
was ſpurious. But on requiring Akiba to 
confirm his promiſe by an oath, it is ſaid, 
1252 HD News pab? p 1 

© R. Akiba ſwore with his lips, but denied 
© it in his heart.” What credit can be given 
to ſuch a witneſs as this? Schoetgenius, vol. ii. 
P- 696. 
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( 56] 
If we now inquire of the Greeks 


and Romans, after what was done in 
Pale- 


cqurœiο˙ο yep anhus e 28a Ic To opoIpe 
apaſotov yy lc oοhααε, 2 An re Axa oiws 
ouvſacarablsFai, ot wx amo ournluy arlpwurots 
v MOV o Inoes eyerrnln* 2 E Je nv Tas kn 
ovſuatabeuerss Th mapaJoty yerrneu Te Inos 
WAzoai mi Le. To fs un wilavws autres TT? 
Wolngal, M peTEX TB TIYpnoul, dr BX amo 
Ts Iwone rp. ouverake Tov Inoev, ois 
axBav % eAEYYEaV avamaiadpale duvaperots, evap” 
yes nv Ntud os ape tyap evaoyer, F TXoauTa ] ¾79F/ 
Te Y Twv aflpuruy Topnoa!la, iva To 0doy 
em cb, res En Y Baptapor xpiory tiæy 
p ον 0XNCAVTES, AM OG"WOL ſRETH, THYS KAKIGS, TAYTH 
Je wpatiuoiy apsoxovims Tw Twv wy Inpepyss 
wapadotov pmev pen £9g1xevai YErrnouw, Wacwy ds 
| YErETEwWY Wapavo hwraTlV Y aigfte ny ; &c. 


Origen. contra Celſum, p. 25, 26. 


All theſe things they feigned, in order 
to ſet aſide the miraculous conception by the 
Holy Ghoſt. For they might, otherwiſe, 


inwardly convinced, that Jeſus was not born 
in the common way of the married ſtate of 
men; and conſequently invent a falſe ſtory, 
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« Chriſt. 


miſrepreſent the hiſtory, as fabulous, becauſe 
exceedingly miraculous, and deny, though 


not acknowleging the miraculous birth of 
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Paleſtine, we ſhall find much in fa- 
vour of our religion, related by the 


Chriſtian fathers * According to 
their 


© Chriſt. But they did not render it plauſible; 
* for, having admitted that the Virgin was not 
* with child of Jeſus by Joſeph, it muſt ap- 
© pear to all, who can diſcern and confute 
* fictions, to be a manifeſt forgery. For is it 
© at all probable, that one who has dared ſo 
* much for human kind, that, as much as in 
him lay, all (men) Greeks and Barbarians, 
from the expectance of divine Judgment, 
* might abſtain from evil, and do every thing 
© pleaſing to the Founder of the Univerſe ; 
* ſhould himſelf not be diſtinguiſhed by an 
* extraordinary birth, but be the offspring of 
* a moſt infamous, and moſt wicked proſtitu- 
tion, &c. 


* Vetus erat decretum ne qui Deus ab im- 
atore conſecrafur niſi a ſenatu probatus. Scit 
. Amilius de deo ſuo Alburno : ¶ in primo 
contra Marcionem idem meminit ſed a Me- 
tello non Emilio] Facit et hoc ad cauſam 
noſtram, quod apud vos de humano arbitratu 
divinitas penſitatur, niſi homini Deus placuerit, 
Deus non erit, homo jam deo propitius eſſe 
debebit. Tiberius ergo, cujus tempore nomen 


Chriſtianum in ſeculum intravit, — 
I fb 


581 
their reports, Tiberius, informed by 
Pilate of the reſurrection of our Lord, 
moves 


ſibi ex Syria Paleſtina que illic veritatem iſtius 
divinitatis revelarant, detulit ad ſenatum cum 
prærogativa ſuffragii ſui, Senatus, quia non 
ipſe probaverat, reſpigit: Cæſar in ſententia 
manſit, comminatus periculum accuſatoribus 
Chriſtianorum. Conſulite commentarios ve- 
ſtros, illic reperietis primum Neronem in hanc 
ſectam tum maxime Rome orientem, Cæſa- 
riano gladio ferociſſe. Sed tali dedicatore dam- 
nationis noſtre etiam gloriamur. Qui enim 
{cit illum, intelligere poteſt non niſi grande 
aliquod bonum à Nerone damnatum. 


Tertulliani Apologet. p. 6. Rigalt: 


Tertullian, who lived at the end of the 
ſecond century, and publiſhed his book de 
Pallio about the fifteenth of Severus, a. c. 207. 
lays, © By an ancient decree, not any God 
* was to be conſecrated by the emperor, un- 
© leſs approved of by the ſenate, as M. Ami- 
«© lius knows was the caſe of his Deus Albur- 
nus: (See the ſame cited in the firſt againſt 
Marcion, where is Metellus inſtead of Ami- 
© lius) and this makes for our purpoſe, as it 

proves you ſubject the divinity to human ar- 
© bitration ; unleſs the God pleaſes man, he 
© ſhall not be a God, and men now muſt be 

* pro- 
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59 
moves the ſenate for his reception into 
their pantheon, or inrollment amongſt 


their 


propitious to the Deity ! Tiberius therefore, 
in whoſe reign the Chriſtian name entered 
the world, being informed, from Paleſtine 
in Syria, of thoſe things done there to ma- 
nifeſt the truth of this divinity, notified it 
to the ſenate, with the prerogative of his 
own ſuffrage ; the ſenate, becauſe he had 
not laid before them the proots, rejected it. 
Cæſar continued in the ſame mind, threaten- 
ing thoſe who informed againſt the Chriſ- 
tians. Conſult your own records, you wilt | 
there find that Nero (who did not even ſpare 
his own mother) was the firſt who furiouſly 
employed the royal ſword againſt this ſect, 
which then increaſed greatly at Rome. But 
in ſuch an author of our condemnation we 
even glory, for whoever 1s acquainted with 
his character, may know that nothing was 
condemned by Nero, but what was greatly 
good.” 


However, the apotheoſis of our Lord did 
not depend upon an order of the ſenate. The 
truth of his aſcenſion is of more divine au- 
thority, than political debates, or intereſt of 
parties. And whether Tiberius acted the part 
given him by Tertullian, is matter of diſpute; 

I 2 He 
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their Gods: Veſpaſian and Titus dread 
his 


He who would ſatisfy himſelf, may read 
Faber, Baſnage, Vandale, againſt it; Pearſon, 
Huetius, and Steph. Le Moyne, for it. 
That Tiberius was informed by Pilate, is 
mentioned in this manner by Tertullian; Ea 
omnia ſuper Chriſto Pilatus, et ipſe jam P 
ſui conſcientia Chriſtianus, Cæſari tum Tibe- 
Tio nunciavit. * Pilate, who was in his con- 
© ſcience now a Chriſtian, made known to 
Tiberius Cæſar all things concerning Chriſt,” 
And again, Eum mundi caſum relatum, in ar- 
chivis veſtris habetis. Vou have this event, 


in which the world is concerned, recorded 


© in your archives. This has alſo been diſ- 
puted. But as it was uſual for the governors 
of provinces to tranſmit to the emperors an 
account of daily occurrences, it is not poſſible 
to ſuppoſe Pilate would have been permitted 
to have been filent, concerning the commo- 
tions that had ariſen in his province, on ac- 
count of the man Jeſus. And it is molt pro- 
bable, that thefe acts, ſo often referred to by 
Juſtin: Martyr, Tertullian, and others, were 
deſtroyed by the heathens, before the time of 
the Chriſtian emperors, and are therefore loſt 
to the world. For as to the goſpel of Nico- 
demus, called alſo the Acts of Pilate, it ſeems 


to have been forged towards the end. of the 
2 third 
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his power -and influence : * Adrian 
purpoſes divine honours to him, and 

forbids 


third century. See Cauſabon's exercitat. Span- 
heim's eccleſ. hiſt. Fabricius's codex Apo- 
cryphus; and the very learned Mr. Jones's 
Canon of the New Teſtament. 


* Chriſtianos eſſe paſſus eſt. 

Matutinis horis in larario ſuo (in quo & 
divos principes, ſed optimos electos & animas 
ſanctiores, in queis & Apollonium & quan- 
tum SCRIPTOR TEMPORUM SUORUM DICIT, 
CarisTUM, Abraham, & Orpheum, & hu- 
juſcemodi Deos habebat, & majorum effigies) 
rem divinam faciebat......... Chriſto templum 
facere voluit, eumque inter Deos recipere, quod 
& Adrianus cogitaſſe fertur, qui templa in om- 
nibus civitatibus fine ſimulacris juſſerat fieri : 
que hodie, idcirco quia non habent numina, 
dicuntur Adriani : quæ ille ad hoc paraſſe di- 
cebatur: ſed prohibitus eſt ab iis, qui, con- 
ſulentes ſacra, repererant omnes Chriſtianos fu- 
turos, ſi id optatò eveniſſet, et templa reliqua 
deſerenda. 


© He tolerated Chriſtians, 

He performed his devotions in the morn- 
ing in his oratory, in which were the em- 
© perors, the beſt, the choſen and more divine 
* ſpirits, among whom was Apollonius, and as 

| _ 


forbids the worſhiping of idols. Se- 


[ 62 ] 


verus and Antoninus pius, erected ſta- 


tues to him, and worſhiped him. If 


c 
0 


c 
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A WRITER OF HIS OWN TIMES DECLARES, 
CHRIST, Abraham and Orpheus, and Gods 
of this ſort, and the effigies of his anceſtors. 
He would have erected a temple to Chriſt, 
and have admitted him among the Gods, 
which Adrian is reported alſo to have had in 


view, when he commanded the temples in all 


the cities to be made without images in them; 
and which are now called Adrian's, becauſe 
they have no Gods; which he was reported to 
have prepared for this 22 but was for- 
bid by thoſe, who, conſulting their oracles, 


found, that all men would be Chriſtians, if 


that ſhould fortunately happen, and that all 
other temples would be deſerted.” 
From the life of Alexander Severus, by 
Alius Lampridius, according to the firſt 
rinted edition. Some ſay it was wrote 
by Julius Capitolinus. But there was a 
MSS. copy of it in the Palatine Library, 
which gives it to /Elius Spartianus, who 
lived in the reign of Diocleſian, towards 
the end of the third, and beginning of 
the fourth century. 
Note, If the reader chuſes to refer optats to 


Adrian, he will then read * according to his 


wiſhes' inſtead of the word * fortunately. 


theſe 


ſup} 
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theſe facts are objected to, as coming 
from Chriſtians, let me aſk, what is 
to be expected from other writers, who 
had not knowlege of theſe affairs ſuf- 
ficient for their own conviction ? What 
from the Roman hiſtorians, and claſſic 
authors, as they are called, of affairs 
in Judea, or the Chriſtian faith ? The 
hiſtories by Dionyſius, Livy, Juſtin, 
conclude before the times of Chriſt. 
Eutropius, Paterculus, Florus, Sextus, 
publiſhed only ſhort, very ſhort abridg- 
ments of the Roman hiſtory, with 
little regard to the fate of other na- 
tions. Suetonius and Tacitus confine 
themſelves almoſt entirely to the lives 
and characters of their own emperors; 
but yet they * both of them mention 
Chriſt, and the latter expreſly ſpeaks 


* Suetonius in Claudio, c. 25. Tacitus, 
lib. xv. Autor nominis ejus Chriſtus, qui, 
Tiberio imperitante, per procuratorem Pilatum 
ſupplicio affectus erat. 


of 


[64] 
of him as © the Author of the Chriſtian 
« name, who, in the reign of Tiberius, 
« was put to death by Pilate, the Ro- 


© man deputy.” Beſides theſe there 


is not another author extant of this 
fort, from whom any evidence of 
theſe matters could reaſonably be ex- 
pected, unleſs it be from Dio Caſſius, 
and that part of his hiſtory, which in- 
cluded a period of five years before, 


and as many after our Saviour's time, 
15 loſt . ; 


Pliny 


* The Chriſtians are charged with having 
deſtroyed the writings of their adverſaries, and 
if the charge be true, it muſt be allowed they 
have diminiſhed the evidence ariſing from facts, 
for the truth of the Chriſtian religion, by de- 
ſtroying the conceſſions, together with the ca- 
lumnies of their adverſaries. Theodoſius the 
younger, indeed, ordered the writings of Por- 
phyry, and others, contra religioſum Chriſtiano- 
rum cultum, againſt the religious _—_ of 
the Chriſtians, to be burnt. But was Theo- 
doſius, or Chriſtian men, the firſt who de- 


ſtroyed irreligious books? Was it not © an 
* antient 
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e antient practice of the Romans, to deſtroy 


every thing that might ſeduce the inhabi- 
* tants of their city from the worſhip of their 
* gods.” See Valerius Maximus, l. i. c. 1. No- 
luerunt priſci viri quidquam in civitate Ro- 
manã aſſervari quo animi hominum a deorum 
cultu avocarentur. Are the Chriſtians then 
alone to be blamed for taking this method of 
ſilencing the impiety of their adverſaries ? Did 
not Julian urge it as one reaſon why he de- 
fired to have the books of George, biſhop of 
Alexandria, ſent to him after that biſhop's 
death? mona fs nv x , Tis Twy Tannaiwy du 
Saonanaes & G Nονẽi per noanSa. Epiſt. 9. 
For there are many (books concerning) the 
doctrines of the Galileans, which indeed I 
© would have to be deſtroyed.” But after all,we 
are obliged to Cyril, for ſome remains of Julian, 
fuch as they are, and to Origen for all that re- 
mains of Celſus; unleſs it be true, as I have 
heard, that Celſus againſt the Chriſtians is 
ſtill extant in the Arabic language, and thence 
tranſlated into French, but not publiſhed, 
Chryſoſtom was ſo far from thinking that the 
Chriſtians deſtroyed the writings of the Pagans 
againſt them, that he ſeems to think, there 
would not have been any left, if the Chriſtians 
had not been pleaſed to honour them with their 
notice. Tos ros eq r UT aulwy Y 
o YEAWS, Wat aparinvai xa te HD ν,ẽA Taku, 
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66 
Pliny * and Julian ſpeak of the 


manners of the Chriſtians, as moſt 
devout 


ei Js Te TL xa wpebem Siaowher, mapa ig,] 
rer gWCoueroy tupet Tis av. edit. Savil. p. 444. 
vol. v. He ſays, * There was this ridiculous 
« circumſtance attended their writings,” that 
© they were of no duration, for that many 
were loſt as ſoon as known : But if any 
< were preſerved, they muſt be looked for 
© amongſt the Chriſtians” Such was the re- 
gard ſhewn them by men of their own party, 
And if they were deſpiſed then, we have no 
reaſon to lament their loſs now. What Am- 
broſe ſays, in the preface to his commentary 
upon the goſpel of St. Luke, was equaliy true 
of theſe writings, as of thoſe ſpurious pro- 
ductions, of which he ſpeaks thus; Legimus 
ne ignoremus; legimus non ut teneamus, ted 
ut repudiemus, & ut ſciamus qualia ſint in qui- 
bus magnifici iſti cor exaltant ſuum. We 
read for information; not to receive, but to 
* reject, and that we may know with what 
© theſe boaſters lift up their heart. 


* Pliny, in one of his letters to Trajan, 
ſays, Eflent ſoliti ſtato die ante lucem conve- 
nire ; carmenque Chriſto, quaſi deo, dicere 
ſecum invicem, ſeque ſacramento non in ſcelus 
aliquod obſtringere, ſed ne furta, ne latrocinia, 
ne adulteria committerent, ne fidem fallerent, 
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ne depoſitum appellati abnegarent; quibus 
peractis morem ſibi diſcedendi fuiſſe, rurſuſque 
cot undi ad capiendum cibum promiſcuum, 
tamen & innoxium. Plinii Epiſt. 97. lib. x. 


The Chriſtians were wont to aſſemble on 
© a certain day, before it was light, and recite 
© a hymn to Chriſt, as a Deity, in alternate 
© ſtrains, and to bind themſelves by an oath, 
© not to any thing bad, but, on the contrary, 
© not to commit thefts, nor robberies, nor 
© adulteries, not to falfify their faith, nor diſ- 
* own a pledge or depoſite, when called upon. 
© Which over, it was uſual for them to de- 
« part, and to meet again to eat together, in 
© a harmleſs way.“, 


So Julian, in a letter addreſſed to Arfakios, 
chief of the Pagan prieſts in Galatia, adviſes 
them to take example from the good practices. 
of the Chriſtians. © There is not, ſays the 
* emperor, one of the Jews who begs, and 
* the Galileans not only ſupport their own 
(poor) but ours, di 7wy pe lafaiwy efas pes 
Tails" Tpepaor ds at Juogebers Tarinat Y 
7s £auU)wv, & Tes 1s, But it is ſtrange, 
that he ſhould, on this occafion, call ſuch Ga- 
lileans SuorsCes impious. In the former part 
of the ſame letter, alluding to the virtues of 
the Galileans, he aſks ; 
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„* 


Why do we not fee 5 much humanity 
to ſtrangers, concern for the burial of the 
dead, and feigned chaſtity of life, have in- 
creaſed the religion oppoſed to Paganiſm. 
Every one of which, I think, ought fin- 
* cerely and carefully, and habitually, to be 
practiſed by us. Not that this chaſte (or ſo- 
lemn) appearance 1s ſufficient. But, in ge- 
neral, oblige all the prieſts, by threats or 
perſuaſion,” to be diligent, or diſmiſs them 
from the prieſtly function, if, with their 
wives and children, and ſervants, they do 
not attend upon the gods, and ſuffer the ſer- 
* vants, ſons, or married Galileans, to be- 
have irreligiouſly towards the Gods, pre- 
* ferring impiety to godlineſs. Moreover, ex- 
hort the prieſt not to approach the theatre, 
not to drink in taverns, c. 
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devout and exemplary. Porphyry ap- 
plicd ſeveral of the oracles to Chriſt *, 
a" 
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Euſebii Demonſtrat. Evangelii, lib. iii. 


© Is there any evidence you would more 
© readily embrace, than the confeſſion of one 
* who was our profeſſed enemy ? Which he 
© (Porphyry) has delivered in the third volume 
* of the treatiſe intituled, Philofophy from 


Oracles; where he expreſſes himſelf in 


* theſe very words. 

© That the efficacy of the divine virtue, re- 
© lating to him, muſt be viſible by its own 
energy to the lovers of truth. 

© Oracles concerning Chriſt. 

© What we are going to ſay may, to ſome, 
* perhaps, ſeem a paradox. For the gods 
* openly declared Chriſt to be a moſt pious 
and an immortal Being, and honourably re- 

rted his memory. 
And after this he ſays, That, being con- 
ſulted concerning Chriſt, whether he was a 
God, the anſwer was, 


That the immortal ſoul continues after the 
* body, 
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He who is renowned for wiſdom knows. 


But the foul 
Of that man is moſt excelling in wiſdom. 
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© He acknowleges him, therefore, to be moſt 
* pious, and his ſoul, like others, after death, 
© to be immortalized, which the ſenſeleſs 
*.Chriſtians adore. But being aſked, why he 
* was puniſhed, the oracle replied, | 


© The body indeed is ever liable to little 
© torments : 

But the mind of the pious reſts in the 
« plains of heaven. 


And, immediately after this oracle, he adds, 
© he was pious, and went to heaven, as other 
© pious perſons do. You ought not there- 
fore to blaſpheme him, but to pity the folly 
© of men, This now is what Porphyry has 
© ſaid. And was he a deceiver too? Be ra- 
ther kindly affected by the favourable words 
* of one of your own party. It is therefore 
confeſſed by your own writers, that Jeſus 
© our Saviour, the anointed of God, was no 
« juggler, no Sorcerer, but pious, and moſt 
© righteous and wiſe, and an inhabitant of the 
* arched heavens. 


I will only make this one obſervation upon 


* 


this long citation from Euſebius, That it con- 


tains not only the opinion of Porphyry, but 
the teſtimony of their gods, or, if you pleaſe, 
of their prieſts, who did not dare to deny the 
excellence of the character of ſeſus. Theſe 
oracles cannot be called the forgeries of the 
Chriſtians: And whatever may be juſtly ſaid 
againſt thoſe of the Sibyls, theſe muſt have their 
2 weight 
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[ 72 ] 
and repreſented him as pious and 
& immortal, as one who had deſcend- 
te ed into heaven, and ſuperſeded * 
ce the neceſſity of other gods, who 


e were become uſeleſs to the public, 


er ſince his appearance in the world.” 


Celſus too + acknowleged the extraor- 


dinary 
weight with all who regard the authority of Por- 
phyry, or the teſtimony of our adverſaries. 


* Inos xiuuι,τναο ej 8 Tis Fey d nαE,St s 
cope Nes nat. Euſeb. præpar. l. v. c. I. 
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dinary powers which Jeſus exerted, 
and by which he prevailed upon many 


to 
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* Origen. contra Celſum, p. 30. 


© But he [ Celſus] feigned ſomething elle : 
he acknowleged the miracles Jeſus perform- 
* ed, by which he prevailed on many to fol- 
low him as Chriſt : but was deſirous of ca- 
* lumniating them as the effects of magic, not 
* of divine power. For he ſays, he was 
© brought up obſcurely, and was a hired ſer- 
© vant in Egypt, where he learned certain 
* powers, and returning thence, by means of 
* his miracles, openly declared himſelf a God. 

* But I do not underſtand how a magician 


© could conſiſtently and earneſtly promote a 


* doQtrine that perſuades every one ſo to act, 
© as if he was to give an account of all his 
actions to God in judgment; and ſo to pre- 

L * pare 
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to follow him, as the Meſſiah : But, 
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willing to calumniate them, he feigned 
they were not the effects of divine 


power, but of magic, which he had 


learned in Egypt. His objections are 
the ſame with thoſe of the Jews, from 
whom he borrowed them. 


„ 


© pare and inſtruct his diſciples, who were to 
be employed in the promulgation of his 
doctrine. Did they work miracles, and by 
them prevail with their hearers, or did they 
work no miracles? To ſay they did not per- 
form any miracles, but relying on no ſuffi- 
ciency of reaſon, after the manner of the 
Greeks in their logic, ſet themſelves to teach a 
new doctrine where-ever they came, is very 
abſurd. What encouragement had they to 
teach this doctrine, and cut out this new 
work ? But if they wrought miracles, what 
probability is there, that magicians would 


expoſe themſelves to ſuch dangers, to. intro- 
- duce a doctrine that forbids magic? But it 
is not worth while ſeriouſly to contend againſt 


a diſcourſe that abounds more with ridicu- 
lous cavil than reaſon.” 


In the edition in 1677. for Nea inungi, 


read yproadal utt, as in Field's edition, 
in 1658. | Such 
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Such was the ſtate of Infidelity in 
the firſt ages of the Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, when the hiſtory of our Lord 
and his diſciples could not, if a for- 
gery, have been impoſed upon both 
Jews and Gentiles, who then had op- 
portunities of diſcovering a fraud, if 
there had been any, and who would 
not have acknowleged ſo many facts 
as they did, could they, with any pre- 
tence, or any degree of probability, 
have denied them. 1 
The judicious Mr. Locke ſeems to 
have laid great ſtreſs upon the con- 
ceſſions of our adverſaries, and to have 
been of opinion, that it was directed 
by Providence that the miracles ſhould 
not be denied. The evidence of 
* our Saviour's miſſion from heaven 
“is ſo great, ſays this eminent phi- 
“ loſopher, in the multitude of mi- 
« racles he did, before all forts of peo- 
« ple; (which the Divine Providence 
| 1 and 


r 
te and Wiſdom has fo ordered, that 
&« they never were, nor could be, de- 
t“ nied by any of the enemies and op- 
te poſers of Chriſtianity) that what he 
* delivered cannot but be received as 
ce the oracles of God, and unqueſtion- 
« able verity *.” p. 256. of the rea- 

5 ſonable- 


* Even Lucian calls the Chriſtian doctrine 
Savuagn ToGFig Twy Xpiolarwy, the miraculous 
or wonderful wiſdom of the Chriſtians. See 
his death of Peregrinus. Where he ſpeaks of 
cr {EYEY Exevoy £71 oE6801v arlipwrroy, Tov eV 
TlaAap ivy UV&T%ONOTIQETE, d, Xany Tay- 
THY TEAETNV ELONY2YEV £5 Tov 810%. that great 
man they now revere, who was crucified 
© in Paleſtine, becauſe he introduced this 
new religion into life. And, ſoon af- 
ter, he gives the following account of the 


Chriſtians; 
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Oonableneſi of Chriſtianity. See allo 
p. 263 | 


We 
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© 'Theſe unhappy men perſuade themſelves, 
© that they are altogether (here Lucian ſeems 
to allude to the reſurrection of the body, as 
© well as the immortality of the foul) im- 
© mortal, and ſhall live for ever. And there- 


fore it is they deſpiſe death, and 


© willingly give themſelves up unto it. More- 
© over, this lawgiver was the firſt who per- 


.© ſhaded them, that they ſhould be as br 
to one another. As ſoon as they left us, 
that they ſhould deny the Grecian deities, 


© and adore their maſter, him who was cru- 


.© cified, and live in conformity to his laws. 


© They therefore were contemners of all alike, 
and held all things common, receiving ſuch 


without any certain proof. 


Monſ. le Fevre has publiſhed this part of 
Lucian by itſelf, and is ſo angry with thoſe 
who would, on account of ſome expreſſions 
againſt the Chriſtians, not publiſh it, as to 
ſhew that he, on the contrary, publiſhed it 

only 


78 
We have therefore all the evidence 
from facts, that can reaſonably be ex- 
pected; for we have the teſtimony of 
ſome of the earlieſt and moſt inveterate 
enemies to the Chriſtian cauſe, for the 


miraculous powers of its author, and 
his immediate followers; and the ac- 


knowlegement at leaſt, of other ad- 


only for the ſake of thoſe expreſſions. This 
angry critic neglecting, as the Latin tranſlators 
have done, the article 5 prefixed both to yous- 
O)os and wpwlos, lic vel ille legiflator. qui pri- 
mus, &c. moſt abſurdly ſuppoſes this firſt law- 
giver not to be Chriſt, but Paul, becauſe the 
latter ſpeaks of the brethren ; as if it had not 
been the doctrine of Jeſus that his diſciples: 
ſhould love one another ! Again, he changes 
c common, into xeva vain, empty, for no 
good reaſon that can be given: for the ſenſe 
does not require any ſuch alteration, nor is the 
real difficulty removed by it. The miſtake 
is not in the original Greek, but in the Latm 
tranſlation, where 75-45 is rendered, by Fides, 
faith, inſtead of evidence. And that this is no 
forced ſenſe, may be proved from the beſt. 
Greek authors, who have uſed Tiq-s p. 
for certain evidence. Ya 
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verſaries, which is moſt unexception- 
able evidence; and, when added to the 
other authorities from hiſtory, of pro- 
phecy fulfilled, and the harmony, and 
many internal excellencies, of the Scri- 
ptures of the New Teſtament, will 
render it much more eaſy to account 
for the ſucceſs of Chriſtianity at firſt, 
than for the oppoſitions that have 
ſince been made to it. 

Whilſt the political, as well as | reli- 
gious uſe of ſacrifices and oracles, pre- 
vailed in the world; whilſt the ſuperb 
and magnificent parade of Pagan ce- 
remonies ſubſiſted; ſo long as the 
multitudes of the hoſts of heaven, in- 
ſtead of the God of hoſts, were wor- 
ſhiped ; all che oppoſition that a vain, 
ſuperſtitious and idolatrous world could 
raiſe againſt the goſpel, and the pro- - 
feſſors of it, was to be expected: But 
_— fince Chriſtianity has, every- 


where, 


_—  ': on 
where, diffuſed its light and influence, 
and Paganiſm is no more, there can 
be no reaſon to oppoſe it. 3 

The peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines of Chriſtianity cannot, ſurely, 
whatever is pretended, give offence to 
any man. That we are to forgive and 
be forgiven; that anger, and every 
rude and tumultuous paſſion, is to be 
ſubdued ; that men are to reſpect God 
as their Father, and one another as 
brethren, and to bring forth the fruits 
of that love, which is the end of the 
commandment, out of a pure heart, 
a good conſcience, and faith unfeign- 
ed: And that their defective, but ſin- 
cere and diligent obedience, will be ac- 
cepted of by him, according to the ac 
of grace our Saviour, the Meſſiah, hath 
publiſhed in behalf of poor degenerate 
man : Theſe, with a diſcovery of the 


character and offices of Chriſt, and 
| col 
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all the illuſtrations of the future world, 
can never be reaſons, to men of ſenſe 
and goodneſs, againſt the Chriſtian 


religion; but, on the contrary, muſt 


ever ſtand, as fo many undeniable con - 
firmations of its divinity. | 

As, therefore, both the doctrines and 
the miracles reciprocally authoriſe and 
illuſtrate each other, we may ſafely 
defy both the wit and the malice of 
its moſt determined adverſaries to de- 
ſtroy or undermine it, 

Being of God, it muſt ſtand, and 
the gates of hell can never prevail 
apainſt it. | 

But then, let us never forget, that 
our faith is to be approved by our 
works : That a holy religion calls for 
a holy life; and that we can never 
confute gainſayers ſo effectually, as 
by diſcharging the duties we recom- 
mend : That is, by letting our light 

M ſo 


2 Qs 


EET ER, WET . © | EY Nen F . rern. 
0 Fg Boa. 1 4s; . 9 9 A « N 8 * * * — 3 5 1 - x ; „ : 
PUUPUPUUPUPPUPUUUVUUPU Pw ² ·· A e ARIES ie 


2. 
— 


Amen. 


works, may glorify our 


ood 
Father which is in heaven. 


Ghoſt, be aſcribed all ſupreme 
power, dominion, honour, glory, 


To whom, with the Son and Holy 
now and for evermore. 
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ſo ſhine before men, as that they, ſee- 
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For Some of the 


Firſt CHRISTIAN Writers. 


WIT H 


Some REMARKS upon the Ge- 
nuineneſs of the FouR Gos PELS. 


Plufieurs perſonnes, giant pas pour les peres de 
Pegliſe tout le reſpect qu'il faudroit, ſe plaiſent d 
les taxer d'une aveugle creaulite. 

Monſ. BayL x. 
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| AN 
APOLOGY 


* Firſt Chriſtian Writers, &c. 


HAT the argument, contained 

in the preceding diſcourſe, may 

be complete, I have thought proper 
to ſubjoin ſome few obſervations upon 
| the many falſe Goſpels that have, by 
Toland, and another late writer, been 
conſidered as objections to the de- 
termining which are true, and upon 
the characters of ſome of the fathers 
who lived in, or immediately after, the 
days of the apoſtles, and from whom 
their ſucceſſors received the copies of 
thoſe Goſpels, and other ſacred writ- 
ings, which have been delivered down 
| to 
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[ 86 
to us, and are received by us as ge- 
nuine. 

It will not admit of diſpute, whe- 
ther the Goſpels we now have (and no 
other were ever received by the Chril- 
tian church) are the ſame that Juſtin 
the martyr and Irenzus made uſe of : 
for the former of theſe good men 
largely cites many paſſages that prove 
them to be the ſame; and the latter 
writ expreſly againſt Marcion, Valen- 


tinus, Baſilides, and others, by whom 


the genuine Goſpels, as well as the 
genuine religion of Jeſus, were very 
groſly corrupted. 

Nor would it admit of diſpute, whe- 
ther Clemens of Rome, Polycarp, and 
Juſtin, and other pious men, who, 
having lived either with the apoſtles, 
or with thoſe who had been conver- 
ſant, and even intimate, with them, 
may be juſtly called apoſtolical, were 
men of that ſtamp as to forge, and 

impoſe 
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impoſe their forgeries upon mankind, 
if the lives and characters of theſe 
men were better known than they are. 
It is oſten a ſufficient reaſon for abuſe, 
that the perſon to be abuſed is not 
known; for many there are of ſuch 
unhappy temper, as to indulge in ca- 
lumny and ſcandal, though unpro- 
voked, if they only think themſelves 
ſecure from an immediate detection. 

The greater the object, the more 
ſpirited and great it is held by ſuch to 
calumniate it; and they would paſs for 
brave, becauſe they are impious; when 
the utmoſt bravery of this ſort is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than the moſt con- 
ſummate impudence. But the cha- 
racters of thoſe, who pretend to draw 
the characters of other men, ſhould 
firſt be conſidered; and, if they are 
found to be paſſionate, and prejudiced, 
and abuſive, they will generally be 
thought to give their own characters, 


7 whͤilſt 


[388 
whilſt they miſrepreſent and malign 
others. If a man ſhould charge the 
late Dr. Clarke with impiety, and yet 
himſelf blaſpheme the God of Moſes 
and of Paul, it muſt appear as ridicu- 
lous as it is baſe; and if the ſame per- 
ſon ſhould ſpeak of the author of the 
Religion of Nature delineated, as a 
lunatic, and a patient of Dr. Mon- 
roe's, there will arife ſome ſuſpicion 
that this language, and this treatment, 
muſt proceed from leſs honourable mo- 
tives, than a zeal for truth, or, than 
the calm ſpirit of philoſophy will ad- 
mit. And in this caſe, the greater 


the man, the more inexcuſable his of- 


fence againſt decency and good man- 
ners. But if the living are not 


* Page 94. of the Idea of a Patriot King, 
Dr. Clarke is charged, by the author, as one 
who impiouſly aſſerts” (things he never did 
aſſert) as being © a preſumptuous dogmatiſt; 
and then the author taking the Religioniſt 

upon 


©2335 0 


[ 89 ] 
free from calumny, how ſhall the dead 
eſcape it; and if our neighbour is abuſed, 
who 


upon him, falls into this pions <jaculation... 
« God forbid!” p. . vol. v. 8vo. of Philo- 
ſoph. works, Dr. Clarke is called an ** auda- 
cious, vain ſophiſt. And p. 54. vol. v. it is 
ſaid, “nothing but the extremeſt flupidity of 
mind, or perverſeneſs of ſpirit, and diſregard 
to truth, can make any man affirm like him 
(Dr. Clarke) that moral fitneſſes are, &c. as 
manifeſt as mathematical truths. 

Mr. Woollaſton is treated in the ſame. 
rude manner, by this peerleſs philoſopher, 
who, p. 393. vol. iv. calls him the © whining 
philoſopher.” And p. 3:76. vol. iv. when Mr. 
Woollaſton argues for the immortality of the 
ſoul, it is! madneſs, nonſenſe, a miſtake in the 
delirium of metaphyſics.” And again, after 
a very partial and defective account of Mr. 
Woollaſton's arguments for the immateriality 
and immortality of the ſoul, the author of 
Works called philoſophical, fays, © I will de- 
* tain you no longer about ſuch diſcourſe, as 
M wall convince you, if you heard it at 
*© Monroe's, that the philofopher who held it, 
* was a patient of the doctor, not yet per- 
fectly reſtored to his ſenſes,” p. 219. vol. i. 
Is this philoſophy; this reaſoning ? and could 
Dr, Clarke.and Mr, Woollaſton, when dead, 

N pro- 
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„ 
who may ſoon hear, and as ſoon reſent 
it, how eaſy will it be to abuſe men who 
have been dead ages paſt, and who have, 
of late, been ſeldom mentioned, but for 
the ſake of abuſe and ridicule. 

Some men had lifted up the autho- 
rity of the fathers higher than could be 
juſtified: They were not content to 
make ſaints of them, but their opinions 
muſt be deciſive in all matters of faith, 
and religious controverſy. 

From one extreme are the fathers 
fallen to the other, from having been 


provoke this, or any man,to rail againſt them in 
this unworthy and indecent manner, who,when 
living, were as remarkable for the excellency of 
their diſpoſitions, and moral virtues, as for the 
powers of their minds, and the extent of their 
knowlege and reading; in all which they were 
ornaments, and an honour to their country, 
and were diſtinguiſhed as ſuch ; which was 
enough to provoke this foul-mouth'd, very 
trifling critic, and dogmatical pedant (theſe are 
his own words, p. 332. vol. ili. 8vo.) to ſnarl 
at and abuſe them in this outrageous manner, 


almoſt 
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almoſt Gods, they are become lower 
than the children of men. The great 
reverence the Chriſtian world once had 
for them, may have proceeded from 
the excellence of their characters, and 
a frequent reading their productions; 
for it is hard to read them, and not 
to be prejudiced in their favour: And 
that this eſteem is now gone, may be 
owing to a neglect of their writings : 
and perhaps they who have been moſt 
free in their cenſures of them, have 
been leaſt converſant in their works. 
Men who knew nothing more of them, 
than that they were Chriſtians, ſtrangers 
to their very names *, as well as to 

| their 


* Quibus fi laborioſam aliquam defen- 
ſionem parare velim, omnium fim vaniflimus 
cum ſciam hæc, non ex judicio, fed ex ne- 
quitia, & inſità quãdam improbitate animi, 
aut ſaltem ex impotentia, ſummique levitate, 
provenire. Quomodo enim ex judicio hæc 
decernant ? nifi forte tam acre & ſtupendum 
judicium habeant, ut de iſtis, quæ non intelli- 

2 gunt, 
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their real characters and writings, are 
moſt ready to purſue and join the cry 
againſt them, as if they had been the 
very worſt, or the very weakeſt of 


men. But for the fake of juſtice and 


honour, let us not condemn men with- 
out knowing what can be ſaid for 
them; nor, for the ſake of common 
ſenſe, as well as common honeſty, con- 
demn them without knowing what it 
is they have done. From ſuch vo- 
luminous writings, many ſtrange things 
may and have been produced, but this 
is not peculiar to the Chriſtian fathers; 
and if men or books are to be judged 
of only by their faults, who ſhall be 
ſaved ? It would be thought very par- 
tial, and very unjuſt, to glean from 
Diodorus, Herodotus, Livy, Pliny, 
Plutarch, and other good and antient 


gunt, rectè ſentire & judicare valeant. In 


przfat. ad Jomam, cod. Talmud, per Robert. 
Sheringham. 


Pagan 


. 
pagan writers, the rubbiſh of all forts 
that may be found in their writings, 
by a man who has the dirty diſpoſition 
to look aſter ſuch filth, and impoſe his 
medley of faults upon the world for a 
ſpecimen of the veracity and approv- 
ed abilities of thoſe authors. But this 
has been done over and over 
with the fathers ; ſo that their lateſt 
enemies are not intitled ſo much as to 
the merit of diſcoverers ; nor have 
they added much to the old heap, 
though they have much to clamour 


and abuſe. 


When Herodotus, the father of the 
Greek hiſtorians, was cenſured by 
eccleſiaſtics for the fictions in his writ- 
ings, Harry Stephens undertook the de- 
fence of him, by recriminating upon his 
adverſaries, and publiſned an amazing 
collection of forgeries, and fictions, and 
rogueries, in his famous apology. And 
when the chriſtian fathers, and even 

4 ſome 


Le] - 

ſome of the lateſt and the worſt of 
them, were cried up above their value, 
and they were made to ſerve the pur- 
poſes of intolerant opinions, it was 
time to ſhew they were no Gods, 
From hence others took the opportu- 
nity to treat them, as if they had been 
worſe than the worſt: of men, and 
Chriſtianity has been wounded through 
their ſides, But is there no medium 
between the two extremes? and are 
they fallen ſo low, as not only to be 
cenſured, but to be defpiſed ? Are 
they all to be condemned by the lump, 
and thrown aſide, at laſt, as uſeleſs 
to the world? Ves, when religion and 
learning are upon the departure, theſe 
muſt pack up and go along with them. 
They have mutually ſupported each 
other, and when they fall, they muſt 

tall together, 
Religion is neceſſary to a ſtate; no 
people ever have been governed without 
ity 


it, 
th 
m 
fo 


# C093 
it, and the decline of the one, has been 
the ruin of the other. It may be fo 
mixed with other things, as to become 
foul and miſchievous,and then it ſhould 
be reformed; but it is very impolitic and 
weak, as well as wicked, to be always 
pulling down without having any thing 
to put up in the room of a pillar, fo 
neceſſary to the ſtructure and exiſtence 
of all ſociety and laws. 

Tothe fathers we appealed, in defence 
of the reformation, and it is for the ho- 
nour of Proteſtants, to have their opi- 
nions and practice conformable to thoſe 
of the apoſtolic age. And ] ſee no rea- 
ſon any politician can have for running 
down the fathers of that age, and the 
proteſtant religion of this, unleſs it 
be to introduce the ſuperſtition of the 
laſt age, which was popery. For every 
attempt to drive out the one, is an in- 
let for the admiſſion of the other; and 
as men cannot do without a religion, 


if 


[96] 
if what they have now is decried fo as 
to become uſeleſs, they will imme- 
diately have recourſe to the old one; 
which muſt, in the end, be as fatal 
to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, as to the 
proteſtant religion. 

It is of great conſequence to every 
Chriſtian, to know the riſe and progreſs 
of his religion, which have always been 
conſidered as one good argument, at 
leaft, in ſupport of it. Nor is it leſs ne- 
ceſſary to be acquainted with the hiſtory 
of theological opinions, thatwe may dil- 

between antient and modern 
theology; between the doctrines of the 
firſt ages, and thoſe which are ſaid 
to have been always received in the 
Chriftian church, though they are no 
where to be found, for ſome centuries at 
leaſt, after the apoſtolic times. Not that 
the opinions of the earlieſt writers after 
the Chriſtian's bible, which is the only 
religion of proteſtants, was completed, 
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[ 97 ] 
are infallibly to be received as of equal 
authority with Scripture, or of any au- 
thority without the concurrence of re- 
velation or reaſon, or the evidence of 
facts; for ſome of them, particularly 
Tertullian and Origen, are ſuppoſed 
to have fallen into great errors, and 


none of them, who had been brought 


up in the pagan ſchools before, laid 
aſide the opinions any more than the 
dreſs of philoſophers. 

Not only as Chriſtians, but as ſcholars, 
as curious in antiquities, or delighted 
with hiſtory, we ſhould ſhew ſome re- 
gard to theſe antient writings, which 
contain many things relating, not only 
to the hiſtories of men, but the know- 
lege of antient rites and laws, and 
cuſtoms, demonology and philoſophy. 
And when we conſider the excellence, 
and elegance, and uſefulneſs of the 
Greek language, we muſt own, that 


it is greatly beholden to the labours of 
O ſuch 


[ 98 ] 
ſuch Chriſtian men as Suidas, Photius, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and others, who 
have preſerved many fine paſſages from 
antient authors, and much of antient 
hiſtory, which, but for them, had been 
entirely loſt. And, perhaps, the know- 
lege and uſe of that language would 
not have been ſo extenſive as it has 
been among the moderns, if the Chriſ- 
tian fathers had never been in higher 
repute than at preſent, Whenever it 
ſhall be thought neceſſary to read the 
Greek fathers, the Greek language muſt 
be cultivated ; and if the learned Ma- 
dam Dacier was not miſtaken in her 
aſſertion, that true taſte is inſpired by 
the Iliad, our manners will improve 
with our learning; and therefore both 


decline, if, inſtead of being obliged to 


read Greek, men ſhall be reproached 7 
for reading Chryſoſtom or Clemens. 
But if the Greek fathers are neglected, 1 


they who have written in the Roman 
| tongue 
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tongue may be better received, as that 
language i is more generally underſtood; 
and it cannot be denied that there is 
a noble ſpirit and force in Tertullian, 
much learning in Jerom and Auſtin, 
and great elegance in Lactantius. 

At this time, however, I ſhall con- 
fine myſelf to a few of the firſt Chriſ- 
tian fathers; for they are very far from 
being all of equal uſe, or equal autho- 
rity and goodneſs. 

It is not of much conſequence to in- 
quire what may have been the characters 
of ſome of the later writers, if the firſt are 
not worth your regard and confidence. 


And it is abſurd and ridiculous, as the 
late Mr. Pope's learned friend very juſtly 


obſerved, (let the man who pretended to 
be affronted by it, have been as angry 


as he pleaſed) to admit the Goſpels, and 
at the ſame time attempt to deſtroy the 
credit of thoſe from whom we receive 
them; eſpecially when the fame in- 

O 2 con- 
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conſiſtent writer tells us, in another 
place, that there are forty other dif- 
ferent Goſpels. But he is willing to 


admit them upon the authority of the 
council of Laodicea, which was not 
held till after the middle of the fourth 
century, anno Chriſti 364. and is 
appealed to by the Papiſts, as giving 


* See the poſtſcript to the principles of the 
reformation, concerning church communion, 
p. 212. of a collection of tracts, publiſhed 
1709. under the title of, An Account of the 
growth of Deiſm in England. 


© 'That theſe four narratives, which we call 
« Goſpels, are genuine and original writings, 
© and not romances, forged in the apoſtles 
& names, we learn from the authority of the 
* clergy aſſembled at Laodicea; in which 
council it was agreed, that the books of the 
© New Teſtament were genuine and authentic 
& records, a. d. 164.” x 


Perhaps the author of works called Philo- 
ſophical, took his information from the above 
book, and ſuppoſed the council of Laodicea 
to have been. held two centuries earlier than 
the truth, 117 ro 


autho- 


[ x01 } 
authority to ſome of thoſe doctrines 
that diſtinguiſh them from other Chriſ- 
tians. So that this egregious politician 
does not chuſe to admit Chriſtianity, 
till it became popery. 

« En quelques-uns (canons) on voit 
ce des preuves èvidentes du ſacrifice de 
&« la Meſſe, du jeune du careme, de la 
« diftinftion de Veveque et du pretre, 
« et de l'ordre de la penitence pub- 
« lique.* Moreri. 

Thoſe who lived with the diſciples of 
Jeſus, and were admitted, not only to 
their friendſhip, but to a care and 
charge of the churches, as Clemens 
Romanus, Ignatius, and Polycarp, could 


not but know their hiſtory and opi- 


nions ; and if they were good and ho- 
neſt, and ſenſible, as well as pious 
men, and communicated what they 
knew, to ſuch as were like themſelves, 
there can be no better evidence, no ſafer 


conveyance of the Goſpels than this, 
3 Hence 
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Hence it becomes neceſſary to in- 
quire into the real characters of theſe 
men ; to ſhew the opportunities they 
had of knowing what they relate, and 
from their characters the credit that is 
due to their relations. To anſwer the 
firſt purpoſe, it will be ſufficient to ſhew 
when and where they lived ; for the 
ſecond, how they died, that they were 
martyrs, and ſacrificed their lives in 
atteſtation of the truth of what they 


profeſſed to have received from the 


diſciples of Jeſus. | 

It is but of late that the cha- 
raters of theſe ſincere and honeſt 
men have been called in queſtion, 
and therefore it muſt not be expect- 
ed, that any antient evidence ſhould 
be produced againſt them. The pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were, indeed, very 
groſly and very falſely calumniated by 
the heathens ; but then they were fully 
juſtified by the apologiſts, and even by 


Ju lian 


103 

Julian and Pliny. But as nothing can 
be objected, that is of any credit or 
antiquity, againſt the firſt fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church, or againſt the teſti- 
mony of their friends; ſo neither is it 
neceſſary to produce any other wit- 
neſſes, in ſupport of their characters, 
than what their own words and actions 
afford, Let them ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and let us determine their cha- 
raters from their conduct. 

To begin with Clemens the Roman, 
a fellow - labourer with St. Paul, and one 
whoſe name is written in the book of 
life. He was educated at Athens, and 
being ſolicitous about the immortality 
of the ſoul, and a future ſtate, he has 
recourſe, but in vain, to the ſchools of 
the philoſophers, and to Ægyptian 
prieſts; but hearing of the Son of God, 
in Judæa, and meeting with Barnabas 


at Rome, and afterwards with St. Pe- 


ter at Cæſarea, he is inſtructed, con- 
verted, 


TE] 
verted, and baptized, and becomes the 
companion, as well as the diſciple; of 
Peter, for a great part of his life. He 
is ſaid to have brought over ſome of the 
firſt families in Rome to the Chriſtian 
faith, which rendered him extremely 
odious to Torcutianus, a man of great 
power. At laſt he is condemned, 
if he will not ſacrifice to falſe Gods, 
to be baniſhed to Gherſon, there to 
work in mines and quarries, the worſt 
and moſt diſgraceful of all puniſh- 
ments, or miſeries, that could be in- 
flicted on the human ſpecies. In this 
wretched ſtate he finds ſome Chriſtians, 
and converts many more, ſo that pa- 
ganiſm was almoſt extinguiſhed there, 
when Trajan ſent Aufidius, with orders 
to take Clemens on board a ſhip, and 
throw him into the ſea, ſo as that the 
Chriſtians might never be able to find 
him again. Thus died this faith- 


ful companion and follower 'of the 
diſ- 
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diſciples of our Lord, more than two 


years after his baniſhment, and about 


ten from his having been ſole biſhop 
of Rome ; in the third year of Trajan, 
and 98th of Chriſt, 


And that he was of an excellent 


diſpoſition, and moſt worthy the pro- 
tection of ſociety, as a friend to vir- 
tue and mankind, and a devout, ſin- 
cere, and honeſt man, is evident from 
the following paſſages in his genuine 
epiſtle. 

ce Let us therefore be of an hum- 
ce ble mind, my brethren, throwing 
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cc off all vain- glory, and arrogance, 
and folly, and wrath..... For Chriſt 
eis with thoſe who are of an humble 
ce mind, not with thoſe who tyrannize 
ce over his fold... Let us revere our Lord 
et Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe blood was given 
for us: Let us honour thoſe who 


© are ſet over us; reſpect the aged; 


© teach youth the fear of Gods Let 
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« us direct our wives to that which is 
“good; that they may ſbew to all 
* chaſtity of manners, worthy of love; 
© ſincere defire of meekneſs, that 
ce they may manifeſt their moderation 
of ſpeech, by ſilence, exerciſing their 
* charity, not partially, but to all alike 
that fear God in holineſs. Let our 
e children partake of Chriſtian inſti- 
te tutes; let them learn of what force 
te humility of mind is with God, how 
e prevalent is chaſte love with him, 
“How good and great is his fear, ſav- 
«© ing all who turn unto him in holi- 
«© neſs, with a pure mind. For he is 
e the ſearcher of our thoughts and 
« defires; whoſe breath is in us, and 
te when he pleaſes he takes it from us. 


Who amongſt you is generous, who 


© compaſſionate, who filled full of 
te love? let him ſpeak; and if diſturb- 
« ance, contention and diviſions have 
« ariſen on my account, I am ready 
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* to depart, and go wherever you 
ce pleaſe, and to do whatever the ge- 
ce nerality may require of me; only 
ce let the fold of Chriſt be preſerved 
© in peace, with the elders appointed 
ce over it.. And in the end, the good 
© man prays for faith, fear, peace, 
© conſtancy, purity, and ſobriety.” 


Can any thing be objected to the 
teſtimony of ſo good a man? or ſhall 
we diſregard his authority, and blame 
his weakneſs, for having illuſtrated the 
reſurrection from the dead, by the fa- 
ble of the Arabian Phoenix, believed 
in his time; and by ſuch images as the 
mutual ſucceſſion of the ſetting and 
the riſing fun, of night and day, of 
ſeeds and fruits? 

If he believed the Phœnix to riſe up 
out of its own aſhes, he was not the 
only one that believed it at that time; 
and many * and learned men have 


believ- 
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believed as abſurd fictions. Errors of 
this ſort were then more excuſable, 
when the production of animals, from 
no other parent than the earth, impreg- 
nated by no other principle than heat 
and moiſture, was aſſerted by philo- 
ſophers as well as hiſtorians *® We 
muſt not cenſure thoſe authors for not 
knowing more of philoſophy, than had 
been diſcovered in their days. But al- 
lowing that he was deceived in what 
he had read of this extraordinary bird, 
it will never follow that his evidence 
is not to be taken for what he him- 
ſelf ſaw, or knew, or did. 

The next Chriſtian father I ſhall 
mention, is Ignatius, who was intimate 


with the apoſtles, and, together with 


* Czterum aſpici aliquando in Ægypto eam 
volucrem non ambigitur. De avi Phœnice. 
Annal. 1. vi. Taciti. 


« But that the bird itſelf is ſometimes ſeen 
in Egypt, is not doubted,” 
| Euodius, 


L110 
Euodius, choſen biſhop of the great 


city of Antioch, by St. Peter and St. 


Paul, who planted Chriſtianity there. 


Upon the death of Euodius, Ignatius 
preſided over that church alone, and 


lived there forty years. He was con- 
ſtant in the performance of all the du- 


ties of a Chriſtian, and indefatigable 


in his care of believers, protecting 


and encouraging them under per- 
ſecution ; but did not think his own. 
character or ſervices complete, unleſs 
he ſuffered martyrdom. And when 
Trajan came to Antioch, the good bi- 
ſhop was, on account of his religion, 
committed to priſon and torture, and 


then ſent to Rome, to be devoured by 
wild beaſts. 

Thus died Ignatius, when he was 
upwards of eighty years old, .in the 
gth year of Trajan, and about the 
107th of Chriſt. There is an ac- 


count of his laſt journey to Rome, 
and 


ann 
and martyrdom there, much eſteemed 
by Scaliger, written by Philo and Aga- 
thopus, who attended upon him: It 
was publiſhed by Uſher, and is ren- 
dered into Engliſh in Cave's life of this 
father. 

As ſome good men have doubted 
the genuineneſs of the epiſtles of Ig- 
natius, and it is very certain, that, if 
they were written by him, they have 
been very much interpolated ſince; I 
ſhall not produce more than one ſhort 
paſſage from the epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ſians, and in this leave out thoſe words 
which are printed in red letters in Uſher's 
edition, the mark he uſed to diſtin- 
guiſh what was ſpurious. 

* © See that the weed of the devil 
te be not found in ang and 

&« {ober 
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« ſober in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe that 
« remain are the laſt times. Let us 
ce reverence and fear the long-ſuffering 
cc of God... let us dread the wrath to 
« come, rather than be in love with 
« the joy that is preſent in this life, 
ce But let preſent and true joy be to be 
« found in Chriſt, which is true life.” 


Polycarp, biſhop, or rather angel of 
the church of Smyrna, [Revelat. i.] 
where he was educated, if not born, 
and where he ſuffered martyrdom, 
preſided ſeventy- four years over that 
church, from the end of Domitian's 
reign, to the perſecution under M. Au- 
relius, when he ſuffered, being about 
a hundred years old. | 

Of this divine old man's writing, 


there is only one epiſtle left, which, 
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however, ſerves to ſhew the excellence 
of his diſpoſition and manners, as well 
as his piety. He exhorts Chriſtians 
to * © Stand faſt in the practice of 
e theſe things, and follow the example 
« of our Lord: be ye firm in the faith 
and unchangeable, lovers of the bro- 
e therhood, loving one another, united 
ce in truth, ſhewing mildneſs of dif- 
« poſition to each other, deſpiſing no 
«© man, When you can do good, do 
ce not defer it., I exhort you there- 
« fore, that ye abſtain from covetouſ- 
«© neſs, and be chaſte, and followers 
&« of the truth. Abſtain from all man- 


« ner of evil.” 


* In his ergo ſtate, & domini exemplar ſe- 
quimini, firmi in fide et immutabiles, tratern!- 
tatis amatores, diligentes invicem, 1n veritate 
ſociati, manſuetudinem alterutri preftantes, 
nullum deſpicientes. Cum poteſtis benefacere, 
nolite differre. .... Moneo itaque vos ut abſti- 
neatis ab avaritia, & ſitis caſti & veraces. Ab- 


ſtinete vos ab omni malo. 
Polycarpi Epiſt. ad Philippent. 


Q: I: 
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If ſuch doctrine will intitle him to 
any credit, Irenzus aſſures us, that 
« * Polycarp always taught thoſe things 
« which he had learned from the 
ce apoſtles, and which he delivered to 
© the church, and which alone are 
« true. All the churches throughout 
« Aſia bear witneſs to this, as do the 
ce Succeſſors of Polycarp, in his ſeat, to 
e this day; who was a far more wor- 
e thy, faithful, ſteady witneſs of the 
ce truth than Valentinus and Marcion, 
© and other falſe teachers.“ Sp 


Irenæus knew well what he ſaid; 
for he had himſelf been the diſciple 
of Polycarp, and ſucceeded the good 
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old Pothinus, as biſhop of Lyons, in 
179. a time of dreadful perſecution. 
Under Commodus, and part of the 
reign of Severus, the Chriſtians enjoyed 
ſome reſt; but, at laſt, this excellent 
biſhop, with almoſt all the inhabitants 
of that vaſt and populous city, were 
put to death, about the 202d or 208th 
of Chriſt, and the roth or 16th of Se- 
verus. He was the author of a very 
learned and good book againſt here- 
ſies, in which is ſhewn the abſurdity 
of appealing to Marcion, Valentinus, 
and other corruptors of Chriſtian doc- 
trines for goſpel truths. In this work 
Irenzus forbids his readers to expect 
from him * the art of compoſition, 


« which he had not ſtudied, nor the 


* Aoywy TExrnv, ww 2% euchouer, Gre d U- 


ply ouyſpapews, IV 2% 10%10% per, BTE X&AAG* 
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| Irenzi prefat. 
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© powers of an author, which he did 
c not affect, nor fine language, nor 
« perſuaſive turns, to which he was a 
« ſtranger ; but with ſimplicity, ann 
<« and plainneſs, &c." 


To ſhew what doctrines the 2 
received {rom this plain honeſt man, 
it will be neceſſary to recite part of a 
letter he wrote to Florinus, upon his 


deſection from the truth, inclining to 


the errors of Valentinus. 

As this letter ſhews the opinions of 
Polycarp, as well as of Irenæus, to have 
been truly apoſtolical, and as they were 


maſter and diſciple, I have joined their 


lives together, though Juſtin the mar- 
tyr lived before Irenzus. 


* « The preſbyters who lived beforc 
« us, and who were taught by the 


<« apoſtles 
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« apoſtles, did not deliver down theſe 
« tenets to you. For I remember to 
e have ſeen you, when I was a young 
« man, in leſſer Aſia, at Polycarp's, 
ce when you appeared with ſplendor in 
« the royal court, and took pains to 
« approve yourſelf to him. For I re- 


er Th Paciinn avay x wepwpevor evi oxipev wap 
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Irenzus apud Euſebium, lib, v. 
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« member thoſe things better than ſuch 
* as are more recent: What we learn 
© in our youth, grows up with the 
© mind, and intimately unites with it. 
« So that I can tell the place where 
« the bleſſed Polycarp did fit when he 
« diſcourſed, his going and returning, 
the manner of his life, and the form 
of his body, and the diſcourſes he 
« made to the multitude, and how 


« he would declare the converſation 
e and intimacy he had with John and 


Others, who had ſeen the Lord, and 


ce how he remembered their ſayings, 
© and what he heard from them con- 
« cerning the Lord, of his miracles 
c“ and his doctrine, as he received them 
« from thoſe, who, with their own 
c eyes, beheld the Lord of life; Po- 
« Iycarp declared theſe things conſo- 
e nant with the Scriptures. Theſe, by 
the mercy of God aſſiſting me, 1 
« then diligently heard, committing 

them 
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te them not to paper, but writing them 
« on my heart; and, by the grace of 
God, I will ever continue to employ 


« my mind in the ſincere and genuine 
« recollection of them.” 


There appears, in this extract, ſuch 
ſimplicity, and goodneſs, and warmth 
of heart, as, one would think, ſhould 
affect every reader, capable of being 
moved by ſuch excellent qualities, and 
render it impoſſible for him to think 
that theſe are the men who have im- 
poſed upon the world falſe facts, and 
ſpurious goſpels, and carried on their 
hypocriſy to death; being not only 
ready to dye for their opinions, but as 
one of their worſt adverſaries chuſes 
to expreſs it of one of them *, even 
aſpired unto martyrdom, 

Before I proceed to Juſtin Martyr, 
I would obſerve, that if ſome falſe cir- 


* Origen. See philoſophical works, as 
they are called. 


Cum- 
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cumſtances have been added to the 
true account of the death of Polycarp, 
he is not to be cenſured for them : 
Whatever form the flames might have 
aſſumed ; whether there was a pigeon 
ſeen to fly at that time, as it were out 
of the flame, or out of his fide; and 
whether the fire was extinguiſhed, by the 
faint's blood guſhing from a wound he 
received in the flames: Whether there 
were any extraordinary appearances, Or 
no, that gave occaſion for theſe reports, 
the credit and character of the man 
who ſuffered cannot be impeached by 
them, no more than the life or death 
of Julius Cæſar can be diſputed, be- 
cauſe of the omens and prodigies that 
are reported to have foretold and at- 
tended his death. A very little know- 
lege of human nature will readily ac- 
count for ſuch reports, on ſuch melan- 
choly occaſions : And whilſt ſome in- 
fiſt upon the credibility of ſuch rela- 


tions, 
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tions, others make a contrary uſe of 
them; for if the firſt believe too much, 
the others believe nothing at all. But 
to proceed, 

Juſtin the martyr was born at Nea- 
polis in Samaria, and fo well informed 
of the doctrines of the apoſtles, that, 
in his epiſtle to Diognetus, he ſtiles 
himſelf their diſciple. He was one of 
the moſt early, and moſt learned, wri- 
ters of the eaſtern church. He was 
a very able, diligent, and impartial 
ſearcher after truth. With this view, 
like other antient ſages, he travelled 
into Ægypt, and having examined all 
the various ſyſtems of philoſophy, pre- 
ferred that of Plato to the reſt. About 
the year of Chriſt 132. and the 16th 
of Trajan, he was converted to the 
Chriſtian faith. He gives a very par- 
ticular account of the manner and 
motives of his converſion, in his own 
writings. As he was walking by the 

ER R ſea 
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ſea fide, he meets a grave man, who 
diſcourſes with him about philoſophy 
and religion, and being induced, by 
his means, to conſider the religion of 
the Chriſtians, he declares it to be 
the only true philoſophy. About the 
beginning of the reign of Antoninus 
Pius, he came to Rome, and dwelt 
upon the Collis Viminalis near the Ti- 
mothine baths. Here he is ſaid to 
have written his firſt apology for the 
Chriſtians, and to have oppoſed the 
rank errors of Marcion and others. At- 
ter this he reviſits the Eaſt, was at Ephe- 
ſus, and returns once more to Rome 
again. In his ſecond apology for the 
Chriſtians, he particularly exclaims 
againſt the injuſtice and barbarity of 
putting men to death, merely for be- 
ing called Chriſtians, without ſo much 
as accuſing them of any crimes. He 
had a famous diſpute with Trypho 
the Jew, in which he ſhewed him- 
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ſelf to be well verſed in the prophetic 
writings, though, perhaps, no great 
critic in the Hebrew ; for he is charg- 
ed with having given a falſe etymo- 
logy of the word Satanas. One of 
his worſt enemies was Creſcens, the 
philoſopher, a very bad man, but who 
had influence enough over a ſuperſti- 
tious emperor to procure the impriſon- 
ment and death of Juſtin, about the 
165th year of Chriſt. 

That he was a moſt ſincere, honeſt, 
and impartial man, a friend to reaſon, 
and a lover of truth, is evident from 
this paſſage in his firſt apology, 
« * Reaſon adviſes thoſe who are true 

ce philo- 
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4 philoſophers, and truly religious to 
love and honour truth alone, refuſing 
© to follow the doctrines of the an- 


ce tients, if they are wrong. For right 


* reaſon not only counſels us not to 
ce follow what is wrong, in doarine 
ce or practice, but that by all means 


it becomes a lover of truth, though 


ce death threaten him, to make it his 
< choice to ſay and to do what is juſt. 
<< ....there are who take the name; and 
e put on the appearance of philoſo- 
ce phers, but who do nothing worthy 
« ſuch a character.“ 


Of the morals and behaviour of 
Chriſtians, in his time, he ſpeaks thus. 
« * As our hopes are not confined 


eto the preſent ſtate of things, we are 
* not 
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© not much diſturbed about thoſe who 
put us to death, for we know we 
*© muſt die. But of all men we aſſiſt 
« you moſt, and contend moſt for 
peace, who teach, that it is impoſ- 
ce {ible for the wicked, the covetous, 
© the inſidious, or the virtuous, to be 
* hid from God; and that every one 
* ſhall depart to everlaſting puniſh- 
e ment, or ſalvation, according to the 
« merit of his actions. If all men 


Pave oPHAopers* apwyol by * Xa TUM PANY ol 
pos 'apnviv e MEv Tan TWY MAAAQY Y pονν ?; Ot 
Tauta Sozatoutr, ws N Otov, xaxoegyor, 1 
TAtorexiny, 1 eniCepor, N evapeTor, advyaloy tives, 
YU £X25"00 ET auWNIQY XOAGQOW 1 GWTHNPICN %aT 
e514 TOY TWpatiwr wmoprvecral' £1 Yap TAITES ay 
b puoi TauT EYWA TROY, BX av TIS THY KAXICY pes 
0ALYOV He, IVWEKWY WOpevedai ET “auc y du 
TUpoes xaTAznv, aA £% Warlss Tpore iauTov 
cure YE Kal £X00Þea apeTly oTws T Waps Org 
Tuyn ayaloy, xai TW x0AgT HPO! aTlAAGS eres 
ein. p. 16, 


Here inſtead of evagslov, who has fallen in- 
to very bad company, I would chuſe to 
read Eraxpoy accurſed. See Heſychius. 


« knew 
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« knew theſe things, not one would 
c chuſe the alternative, to be bad for 
&« a little ſeaſon; when he knows that 
© he muſt undergo the ſentence of fire 
« in an everlaſting ſtate ; but, on the 
e contrary, by all means, reſtrain him- 
« ſelf, and put on the ornaments of 
« virtue, that he may obtain good 
« things from God, and be delivered 


« from places of torment.” 


And in another place. 

« Many men and women of ſixty 
ce and ſeventy years of age, who have 
cc learned Chriſt from their youth, re- 
* main incorrupt and pure: And it is 

ce our boaſt, that we can ſhew ſuch of 
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te every rank and age; not to mention 
© the innumerable multitude of thoſe, 
* who are taught theſe things, leaving 
« oft intemperance. For Chriſt did 
© not call the juſt and chaſte to repent, 


but the ungodly, the incontinent and 
6e unjuſt.” 


« * And becauſe we refuſe to ſacri- 
ce fice to thoſe, to whom we had for- 
* merly done, we are made to ſuffer 
c extremeſt tortures; and being ex- 
ce poſed to death, we rejoice, truſting 
e that God will raiſe us up through 
ce his Chriſt, and render us incorrupt- 


« ible, impaſſible, and immortal.” 


That any good ſtateſman, or ſkilful 
politician, or true philoſopher, ſhould 


oppoſe ſuch men, or their principles, 
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is impoſſible ; but the abettors of ſu- 
perſtition and tyranny, not being the 
friends of ſociety, truth, or virtue, can- 
not be ſuppoſed capable of protecting 
and promoting that which is neceſſary 
to their ſupport, and certainly de- 
ſtructive of their own wicked ſchemes. 
Hence it was that the enemies of theſe 
apoſtolic men met with a very dif- 
ferent treatment from the pagan go- 
vernors ; for Simon, Menander, their 
followers, and © at this time,” fays 
Juſtin, © * Marcion of Pontus, who 
« teaches that there is another God 


* Maprxiwrz Is Tia [lovrixov, os rai yuy £71 
£1 diJaouwy Tes welloperss aAAov TW voter 
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greater than the Creator. , all theſe 
* ſpawns are called Chriſtians, in like 
manner as men profeſling different 
* ſyſtems are nevertheleſs called by one 
* common name philoſophers. But 
whether they are guilty of ſuch in- 
famous practices, as are fabulouſly 
reported, as putting out the lights, 
c promiſcuous embraces, feeding on 
*« human fleſh, we do not know ; but 
« we do know they are not perſecut- 
ed, nor put to death by you, what- 
* ever opinions they maintain.“ 


Nothing could be more falſe than 
theſe accuſations were againſt real 
Chriſtians, as is evident from the teſti- 
mony of Pliny ; and fo far were they 
from feeding upon human fleſh, that, 
as Tertullian obſerves, © * they did not 


* Ne animalium quidem ſanguinem in 
epulis eſculentis habemus. 


Tertul. Apologetico. 
8 « to 
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ce ſo much as ſuffer the blood of ani- 
© mals to be brought upon their 


ce tables.” 


After all that may have been ſaid in 
favour of the honeſty, and diligence, and 
learning of Juſtin, it has not been ſuf- 
ficient to protect him againſt the ſevere 
cenſures of hypercritical men, for hav- 
ing inſerted ſome things in his writings, 
which they mightily diſapprove of. 
Not to repeat the falſe derivation of 
Satanas , he is found to bear teſti- 

mony 

* Tuſtin Martyr's derivation of Satanas from 
Sata and Nas, is not ſo unaccountable as ſome 
have imagined i it to be, For both theſe words 
(or, to ſpeak more properly, parts of the fame 
word) may eaſily be derived from the Oriental 
Languages, agreeably to the notion of æπ 


ne, here aſſigned them, as will appear from 
what follows : 


Sata. 


Heb. uw, declinavit, deflexit, divertit. 
Syr. I, d, the ſame; from whence 


LI ;ha iax> dvertere /e 2 Sa- 


Icnam, 
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mony to the cells in the iſland of 
Pharos, where dwelt the tranſlators of 
the 


| Gr. eferparnoay oriow Ts Sarava, 1 Tim. v. 

15. 
The Arab. x likewiſe ſeems to favour the 

notion of eropari. It fignifies, Diftztzr, 
, longius remotus fuit, limites exceſſit; but the 
Heb. and Syr. are ſufficient, as particularly 
mentioned by the father, — 7y IsS\awr, xa 


Eupay porn 
; Mas. 
f Heb. d, Tentavit, probavit. N23, De- 
- cepit, ſeduxit. 

Syr. Lan, Tentavit, exploravit; often a 
{ ply'd to the Devil, or Satan, in the N. T. 
n Arab. , Retroceſſit, receſſit, &c. 
e The Greek, after Nas, immediately adds, 
iS eg n gpunrec ops nn, alluding perhaps to 
Cc Gen. iii. 13. Nn, The ſerpent beguiled me; 
al (2&7, from the above-mentioned N#1;) and 
1 hence our author, Apolog. I. p. 46. edit. 
m Thirlb. makes og1s, oalavas, and u, ſy- 


nonymous terms. — Apynyelns Twy xaxwy dais 

MOvwy us KHAETHL, KA THTAVHS, Haut dict{BoNgs: 
Irenzus (lib. v. cap. 21. p. 433. edit. Grabe) 
ives the ſame interpretation of Satan, as Juſtin 
2 does here ;—Satana enim verbum He- 
i braice apoſtatam ſignificat ; though he does 
8 2 not 


„ By. 
the Jewiſh bible, called the Septuagint, 
or Seventy, from the ſuppoſed num- 
ber of perſons employed in tranſlating 
it. If Juſtin had advanced any thing 
here upon his own authority, or had, 
like modern antiquarians, built up a 
palace for theſe holy interpreters, out 
of ſome undiſtinguiſhable ruins, let 


him have anſwered for his own inge- 


nuity, or have been left to the mercy 
of a modern critic ; but it happens, 
that, in this place, he refers his readers 
to the information of others; and ex- 
preſly declares he received the know- 
lege of theſe things from the inhabi- 
tants; who told him that the veſtigia 


not mention the Hebrew vcrb ; but this his 
editor, Dr. Grabe, ſupplies ; Si /equamur in- 
terpretaticnem Irenai, deducendum erit 4 
may, quod divertere fignificat jeu deficere. 


The reader is obliged to Dr. Hunt, the 


learned profeflor of Heb. and Arab. at Oxford, 


for this note. 


or 
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or remains of certain little houſes he 
ſaw in Pharos of Alexandria, were 
the places where the interpreters did 
live. 

In his firſt apology he charges the 
Romans with having erected a ſtatue 
to Simon Magus ; and appeals to the 
ſtatue ſtanding on the banks of the 
Tiber, with this inſcription, Simoni 
fanfo den. I ſhall not undertake to de- 
fend Juſtin, in the manner his late editor 
has done; who, having ſaid all that 
could be ſaid, in favour of his author, 
againſt thoſe who aſſerted this ſtatue 
to have been erected to the Etrurian 
Hercules, fays, © * if his opinion is 
« aſked, he muſt own that he had 
« acted the part of an advocate, rather 


* Siquis autem quærat quid de hac re ipſe 
ſentiam, patroni me potius quam judicis partes 
egiſſe negare non poſſum, quæque dixi non 
tam veritatis gratia quam Juſtini dixiſſe, &c. 
b. 42. 


« than 
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ce than a judge, and had not regarded 
ce truth ſo much as the defence of his 
author.“ But if he had caſt his eye 
upon this paſſage in the ſecond apo- 
logy, „no man is to be preferred 
« to the truth,” he muſt have ſeen 
that Juſtin would not have ſubmitted 
to ſuch defence. 

Juſtin, being no more a critic in La- 
tin than in Hebrew, might eaſily be 
deceived in reading Semoni for Simoni; 
or receive it from ſome other Chriſtian, 
without knowing more of the matter 
than what was reported by others. If 
he had been a Roman, the miſtake 
had been leſs pardonable ; but if taken 
up in the ſevereſt manner, it is evident 
he did not intend to deceive any one ; 
for he addreſſes himſelf to the Senate, 
who could not but know what gods 
they had admitted into their general 


* AX on 7 wo Tus * nbeα,- YE 
ceyng. P- I22. I. 20. 
pan- 
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pantheon. And no one argument he 
makes uſe of, in defence of Chriſtiani- 
ty or Chriſtians, at all depends upon 
the exiſtence of this ſtatue. It would 
have been a reproach to the Romans 
to have dciſicd the ſorcerer, and that 
is the moſt that can be made of it. 

But, as if this was not ſufficient for 
abuſe, as indeed it is little enough, a 
French critic has been very liberal of 


his cenſures againſt all preachers, mo- 
dern as well as antient, becauſe Juſtin 


and Gregory Nazianzen had offended 
him, by being ſuppoſed to have ſaid 
what they never did ſay, or, at leaſt, 
what cannot be found in any of their 
writings. It was the more unfortunate 
for Juſtin, who was himſelf a philo- 
ſopher, that he ſhould be charged with 
ſuch a crime, which was no leſs than 
the making Ariſtotle to have drowned 
himſelf in the Euripus, when it was 
well known he died on the ſhore. But 

4 neither 


[ 236 ] 
neither Juſtin nor Gregory report any 
ſuch thing. The miſtake was Faber's, 
and therefore he ſhould have treated 
it, as being his own, with more gentle- 
neſs, © In Greece, as at preſent, 


the Holy oraturs, if it be right to 


ce diſtinguiſh theſe pulpit- cracks and 
ce cymbals of the mob, by ſuch a 
« name, commonly reported that Ari- 
C ſtotle, becauſe he could not diſcover 
ce the cauſe of the tides that riſe and 
ce fall ſeven times a day, in the Eu- 
c ripus, threw himſelf, miſerable as 


* In Grecia, quemadmodum hodieque fit, 
oratores ſacri, fi tamen tanto nomine illa pul- 
pitorum crepitacula, & plebiculæ cymbala, 
cohoneſtari oporteat, vulgo dictitabant Ariſto- 
telem, cum illius ſeptenæ in dies ſingulos re- 
ciprocationis cauſam non potuiſſet cognoſcere, 
ibi tum miſellum ſeſe in Euripum dediſſe præ- 
eipitem, & in maximam malam crucem abiiſſe. 
18 cognomento Martyr, & Gregorius 

azianzenus, qui primi, aut inter primos, hane 
fabulam olim in ſcripta ſua retulerunt. 


Jan. Fabri Epiſt. p. 1. 
« he 
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© he was, headlong into it, and pe- 
ce riſhed. Juſtin, called the Martyr, 
ce and Gregory Nazianzen, were the 
« firſt, or among the firſt, who men- 
« tion this in their writings.” But 
the truth is, the ſupercilious noiſy 
critic, and not the pulpit-crack, is 
here guilty of a very groſs miſtake, 
the more unpardonable, as it is 3 
abuſive, and without foundation. For 
all that Juſtin ſays, in his cohortation 
to the Greeks, is that © when (Ari- 
ce ſtotle) could not diſcover the nature 
ce of the Euripus in Chalcis [the me- 
ce tropolis of Eubcea | greatly dejected 
ce with diſgrace and ſhame, he depart- 
* ed this life. Gregory Nazianzen 
fays no more; and there is not a word 
in either of theſe authors to ſupport 
the calumny of Le Fevre. On which 
account Monſ. Bayle, no great patron 


* Oude Tv Te Evpite Quoiy Te ovTo0s er Nabu 
xi Y J uynbeis d rorAnv aJogiav Y aiggu= 
vw AuTnllas Er Te gie. 
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of the fathers of the church, makes dea 
this very pertinent reflection, in his goo 
notes upon the life of Ariſtotle, that and 
ce ſome men, not having the regard duc 
| « they ought to have for the fathers, writ 
| cc have charged them with too much as W 
| e credulity.” The 
| This it is to condemn without read- has 
ing, and this ſhould teach us not to de- Ty 
pend abſolutely upon the authority of 7. 
other men, who, becauſe they have ac- pol 


quired the character of critics, impe- 
riouſly demand univerſal aſſent to their perf 


a do 
vain conjectures, and oſten groundleſs ar 
aſſertions. 4 

And here I would obſerve, once for 4 
all ; that if right notions of the Deity, 

; : othe 
and every moral relation and duty ; if 
* . Mill 
an uniform conduct, built upon that | 
recei 
foundation; if ſincerity, even unto 
then 

* Pluſieurs perſonnes, n' aiant pas pour les calle 

peres de l'egliſe tout le reſpect qu'il faudroit, eithe 


ſc plaiſent a les taxer d'une aveugle credulité. 


death, 
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death; if free enquiry, right choice, 
goodneſs, firmneſs, are proofs of ſenſe 
and wiſdom, the citations already pro- 
duced from Juſtin, and other Chriſtian 
writers, muſt ſhew them to have been 
as wiſe and ſenſible, as good and pious, 
The philoſopher Juſtin preferred the 
Chriftian religion, becauſe it appeared 
to him to be the true philoſophy ; and 
Clemens, for the information it gave 
of the future ſtate of the ſoul of man. 
And ſo far were they from being ſu- 
perſtitious, that they judged with free- 
dom, and condemned, and were con- 
demned by, the ſuperſtition of their 

days. | 
But Juſtin, Irenzus, Papias, and 
others, were Chiliaſts, and believed in the 
Millennium. They pretended to have 
received this notion from the apoſtles 
themſelves; and in ſome late works, 
called philoſophical, it is ſaid, we ſhould 
either receive this, or give up other 
1 2 apoſto- 
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apoſtolical traditions : If we do not 
believe they received this doctrine from 
their maſters, it will not be eaſy to 
determine what they received from 
them ; or there can be no dependence 
upon theſe primitive men. And how 
they will anſwer this, who are unwilling 
to admit of any Millennium, I can 
no more conceive, than I can account 


for the admitting the revelations of 


St. John to be divine, and yet deny 
what they ſo manifeſtly contain. The 
Scriptures expreſly declare, that men 
are to riſe again at two periods; the 
firſt is the reſurrection of the juſt, © the 
c ſouls of them that were beheaded 
« for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the 
« word of God; and which had not 
ce worſhiped the beaſt, neither his image, 
c neither had received his mark upon 
ce their foreheads, or in their hands: 
ce and they lived and reigned with 


&« Chriſt a thouſand years. But the 
ce reſt 
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te reſt of the dead lived not again un- 
© til the thouſand years were finiſhed. 
«© This is the firſt reſurrection. Bleſſed 
te and holy is he, that hath part in 
e the firſt reſurreion! on ſuch the 
e ſecond death hath no power; but 
te they ſball be prieſts of God and of 
« Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a 
ce thouſand years.” Revel. xx. 

However, in receiving this as an apo- 
ſtolic doctrine, it is not neceſſary to ad- 
mit the ſenſual pleaſures of Cerinthus, 
nor the many ſtrange notions that the 
Chiliaſts have added to this account of 
a firſt and ſecond reſurrection. It was 
not the doctrine of the Millennium, or 
the belief that the juſt were to reign 
with Chriſt a thouſand years before 
the ſecond reſurrection, that diſgraced 
the Millennaries, but the delights and 
enjoyments they connected with it; 


which, according to ſome, were ſo ſen- 
ſual, 
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ſual, that there could be no good au- 
thority for them. 

To this ſhort apology for theſe early 
fathers, it may not be improper to add 
ſome account of the manners of the 
firſt Chriſtians, as contained in the 
old apologiſts; that it may be ſeen 
whether they deſerved the cruelties in- 
flicted on them; whether they diſ- 
| graced or honoured the Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion; and whether they were not the 
beſt ſubjects, as well as the beſt of 
good men, and conſequently their ca- 
lumniators and tormentors, the very 
worlt of men: and yet the piety and 
goodneſs of the one has been ridiculed, 
when the tragic monſters have been 
admired and applauded. 

Athenagoras, who lived about the 
middle of the ſecond century, and 
wrote his apology for the Chriſtians, 
betwen 165. and 170. anſwers for the 
doctrines and practices of Chriſtians, 

in 


[ 143 ] 

in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew they de- 
ſerved the protection, not the puniſh- 
ment, of magiſtrates. | 

&« * If you aſk what are the doctrines 
te in which we are brought up? I an- 
ce ſwer. Love your enemies; bleſs them 
« that curſe (you); pray for them that 
ce perſecute you; that you may be the 
ce children of your father which is in 
heaven... If we were perſuaded that 
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te we ſhould live in this life only, it 
* might be ſuſpected, that we ſhould 
« be the ſervants of fleſh and blood, 
cc or be led by lucre, or concupiſcence, 
ce to fin. But ſince we know that 
« God is preſent with us, whenever we 
ce think or ſpeak, by night or day; 
ec that he is all light, and ſees what- 


ce ever paſſes in our heart; we are 


* convinced, that departing out of this 


« life, we ſhall live in a better ſtate 


&« than this, in heaven, not on earth.“ 


Theophilus, who was made biſhop 
of Antioch in 169. ſpeaking of the 
immoralities of heathens, the adulte- 
ries of their gods, their cruel murders, 
and tragical feaſts, as that of Thyeſtes, 
ſays © * Far be it from Chriſtians to 

cc act 
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ce act, or even think, in this manner, 
„with whom is modeſty and the 
* exerciſe of temperance. They allow 
but of one wife; they preſerve them- 
« ſelves chaſte : (with them) unrighte- 
© ouſneſs is deſtroyed, fin extirpated, 
ce law adminiftered, religion practiſed, 
«© God worſhiped ; truth decides, grace 
* protects, peace ſurrounds them: 
“ The divine word is their guide, wiſ- 
ce dom inſtructs them. The life (Chriſt) 
ce determines their reward, God reigns 
© over them.“ 


Such was the religion, ſuch the be- 
haviour, of the firſt Chriſtians. That 


they too ſoon degenerated ; that error 
and ſuperſtition, in time, mingled with 
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Lib. 3. Theophil. ad Autolycum. 
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the truth, and debaſed the pure ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel- age; and that 
many weak paſſages may be produced 
from Chriſtian writers, who, in other 
reſpects, may be very valuable and 
uſeful, is true: but then it muſt ap- 
pear, from what has been ſaid in favour 
of the firſt followers of the diſciples 
of them, whoſe lives and characters have 
been here examined, that, however 


they may have been miſtaken in the 


uſe and application of any paſſage in 
the Scriptures, they were, by no means, 
the corruptors of them ; nor did they 
fraudulently deliver to the church for 


apoſtolic what they had never received 


from the apoſtles. 

If, therefore, the author of works 
called philoſophical meant to include 
theſe men in the following charge 
againſt the fathers, and, under the word 
tradition, all that was delivered by 
them, even the Goſpels, and other 


Writ- 
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writings of the New Teſtament, he 
deſerved the cenſure he has unworthi- 
ly caſt upon others, and muſt have 
been (very ignorant, or very impu- 
« dent *,” 


II Toland had not publiſhed his 
Amyntor, and the late author of cer- 
tain works called philoſophical had 
not unworthily trod in his ſteps, with- 
out conſidering what had been fo un- 
anſwerably written againſt him, it 
would not have been neceſſary to have 
faid more of the ſpurious Goſpels 


than this, that they were never ad- 
mitted into the Chriſtian Church from 


* He who pretends to clear the reverend 
- ** by whom tradition was principally 
« conveyed down, from age to age, and to 
„deny this charge (that eccleſiaſtical tradi- 
tion bas been, from the firſt and pureſt 
« ages, founded, for the moſt part, in ig- 
« norance, ſuperſtition, enthuſiaſm, and fraud) 
« mult be very ignorant himſelf, or very im- 


«. pudent.” p. 39. vol. iii. 
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the days of Polycarp, to the preſent 


time. 


But there are forty of them] Ves, 


and more too. And if there had been 
forty times forty Goſpels, I cannot ſee 
how they could leſſen the credit that 
is certainly due to the four Genuine 
Goſpels. The more Goſpels there are, 
the more evidence there will be, if they 
are antient Goſpels, of the common 
facts related by all. And it will be 
very hard to account for ſo many 
counterfeits, without allowing ſome to 
have been original. And if they were 
contrived by the Ebionites, and ſome 
early ſectaries, who did not admit the 
doctrines and authority of the imme- 
diate diſciples of Jeſus; we, who are 
the ſollowers of thoſe diſciples, and of 
them only, who pretend to have their 
writings, and their account of things, 
can have nothing to do with any other; 
no more chan he, who declares himſelf 
an 
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an enemy to the God of Moſes and 
of Paul can, whatever he may pretend, 
have any real concern for any revela- 
tion at all, 

But let what remains of theſe Goſ- 
pels be read, as they are collected by 
Fabricius in his Codex Apocryphus, 
or by Mr. Jones in his Canon of the 
New Teſtament ; let them ſpeak for 
themſelves, and let any man prefer 
them to the four Genuine Goſpels if 
he can: for I do not think it is diſ- 
puted, at preſent, whether the adver- 
fary ſhould be obliged to believe all 
that the church thought proper to re- 
jet. The conteſt with theſe mien is not 
about believing too much, but too 
little. And therefore it will be time 
enough to diſpute about the Apocry- 
pha, when they have admitted any 
thing to be canonical, 

What credit is due to Polycarp and 
Irenæus, has been already ſnewn; and 


n 
if they admitted the four Goſpels, it j 
the ſtrongeſt evidence that can be given 
in their favour. The latter ſays ex 
preſly, that there neither was, nor could 
be, more than four Goſpels. Neque 
plura nec minus quam quatuor * poſ- 
ſunt eſſe evangelia, lib. iii. c. 11. And 
Polycarp, in that excellent fragment 


* Trentus has been ridiculed for this aſſer- 
tion, by the author of works called philoſo- 


hical. He compares the four Goſpels to the 


our pillars of a houſe, the quarters of the 
world, -and to the cherubim. And if this 
was a fault in Irenzus, it was not peculiar” 
to him, it was rather the vice of the age. 
There was a Pythagoric quaternary, rerpax bs 
DM . ogdoads, and many other numeri-- 
cal fancies. Philo wrote a book about the vir- 
tue of numbers, f ol aol) uwy, now loſt. Phi- 
loſophers, and Jews, and Heretics, and or- 
thodox Chriſtians, all played with numbers j' 


and one or two men ſhould not be condemn'd- 


fingly for what was almoſt univerſal. But 
as - uſes enolws, a word of fimilitude, what 
he ſays of the parallel circumſtances of other 
things having four parts, ſhould be conſidered; 
rather as a compariſon than a demonſtration. 


Pre- 
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preſerved by Victor Capuanus, and 
cited by Feuardentius, in his notes on 
the third book of Irenzus, gives a 
rational account of the deſign each 
of the evangeliſts had in writing his 
Goſpel. 

« Matthew, writing to the He- 
« brews, has inſerted the genealogy of 
« Chriſt, that he might ſhew Chriſt 
ce to be deſcended of that race, from 


* Matthzus, ut Hebræis ſcribens, genea- 
logie Chriſti ordinem texuit, ut oſtenderet 
ab eã Chriſtum deſcendiſſe progenie, de qua 
eum naſciturum univerſi prophetæ cecinerant. 
Johannes autem, ad Epheſum conſtitutus, 
qui legem tanquam ex gentibus ignorabant, 
a cauſa noſtræ redemptionis evangelii ſumpſit 
exordium, quæ cauſa ex eo apparet, quod 
filium ſuum Deus pro noſtri falute voluit 
incarnari. Lucas vero a Zachariæ ſacerdotio 
incipit, ut ejus filii miraculo nativitatis, & 
tanti predicatoris officio divinitatem Chriſti 
gentibus declararet. Unde & Marcus an- 
tiqui prophetici myſterii competentia adventui 
Chriſti declarat, ut non nova ſed antiquitùs 
prolata ejus prædicatio probaretur. 


2 « whence 
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te whence all the prophets had foretold 
ce he was to be born, But John, who 
ce was fixed at Epheſus, where the Law 
« was not known by the Gentiles, be- 
ce gan his Goſpel with the cauſe of our 
« redemption ; which cauſe was ma- 
e nifeſt from this, that God will'd his 
« ſon to be incarnate for our ſalvation. 
“ But Luke begins with the prieſthood 
« of Zacharias, that, by the miracle 
cc of his ſon's nativity, and the office 
ce of ſo great a preacher, he might 
% make known the divinity of Chriſt. 
„ And Mark, therefore, ſets forth 
« ſome antient paſſages of prophetic 
ec myſtery, agreeing to the coming of 
« Chriſt, that his preaching might not 
ce ſeem a novelty, but be conformable 
« to what had been antiently deli- 
« yered.” | 


Then Tertullian, who lived at the 
end of the firſt, and beginning of the 


ſecond 


ho, 6 0-1 

ſecond century, in his fourth book 
againſt Marcion, ſays expreſly, that 
«we have our faith from the apoſtles 
e John and Matthew, and the apo» 
c ſtolic Luke and Mark.“ Nobis fidem 
ex apoſtolis Johannes & Matthæus in- 
ſinuant, ex apoſtolicis Lucas & Marcus 
inſtaurant. 

After him Clemens of Alexandria 
objects to any other than the four 
Goſpels. 

Origen ſays, over and over again, that 
© there are no more than four Goſ- 
e pels received by the church.” And 
after him every Chriſtian writer ſays 
the ſame thing. 

Thele are the only Goſpels that are 
cited as Scripture, by the moſt antient 
Chriſtian writers, as may be ſeen in 
Mr. Jones's Canon, and the learned 
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That is not ſaid in the four Goſpels we 
* have delivered to us. 
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and laborious collections of Dr. Larde- 
ner: the contrary has been aſſerted by 
Toland ; © but ſuch unfair practice, 
ſays Mr. Jones, p. 87. vol. ii. Was 
4 very common with this trifling wri- 
© ter.” It is very remarkable, that 
in the dialogue of Juſtin the Martyr 
with Trypho the Jew, great part of 
the Goſpel facts are recited, and never 
once denied by Trypho. They are fo 
largely and fo often cited by Chriſtian 
men, in different times and places, and 
were ſo often read in the churches, 
that it is ſcarce poſſible to doubt the 
genuineneſs of the four Goſpels ; or to 
believe them to have undergone any 
conſiderable change, or alteration, ſince 
they were firſt written by the men 
whoſe names they bear *. 


Another 


* The Goſpel was indeed corrupted by 
Marcion, Valentinus, and perhaps Lucan, 
but Origen, at leaſt, did not know that it was 
* corrupted by any other.“ Mera s 

1 ds 


155 

Another famous proof of the au- 
thenticity of the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament, is taken from the old Syriac 
verſion, which was made in or near 
the apoſtles times. The conſtant belief 
of the Eaſtern churches, and the conſent 
of almoſt all learned men, greatly fa- 
vour this argument; as does alſo the 
agreement of this verſion with the moſt 
antient copies of the Scripture in other 
languages, and the omiſſion of ſome 
paſſages not found in them ; together 
with the uſe of the old name Ake, 
for Ptolemais (ſee Pliny's Nat. Hiſt. 
I. v. c. 19. and Stephanus we: Toaews), 
And although the churches of Syria 
received the epiſtle of Jude, the ſe- 
cond epiſtle of Peter, and the ſecond 
and third epiſtle of John as canonical, 
in the ſecond century, they are not 
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inſerted in this old verſion, which muſt 
therefore have been made before they 
were known to have been written. 
Hence it is manifeſt, that the au- 
thenticity of the four Goſpels does not 
abſolutely depend on the canon of 


Scripture, annexed to the council of 


Laodicea, which is wanting in ſome 
very antient manuſcripts, and 1s not 
found in Joſeph the Ægyptian's Arabic 
Codex conciliorum “ . Much leſs can 
it depend upon that idle and ridicu- 
Jous ſtory, related in the Synodicum 
of Pappus, that the biſhops aflembled 
at the council of Nice, to determine 
what books were canonical , © laid 
* them under the holy table, in the 


* See the preface to the works of the learn- 
ed Mr. John Gregory of Oxford. 
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# houſe of God, and prayed that ſuch 
as were divinely inſpired, might be 
* found upon the table, and the impure 
or apocryphal underneath z which 


as done accordingly.” 


To read theſe ſpurious productions, 
is ſufficient evidence againſt them; 
which were contrived to account for 
things of which the true Goſpels were 
ſilent, as of the nativity of Mary, and 
the infant actions of our Lord; or 
to ſupport ſome abſurd opinions that 
could not be maintained upon the 
principles of divine revelation. 

The Goſpel of the nativity of Ma- 
ry, was the ſame with the Protevange- 
lium of St. James, which are not to 
be found in Origen's, nor any other 
antient catalogue of ſacred books, 
'They are not cited by any of the an- 
tient fathers 3 were always rejected by 
them, and contain many idle and ri- 

| dicu- 
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diculous ſtories, and ſome things abſo- 
lutely falſe. 

The Goſpel of the infancy is full of 
the moſt abſurd ſtories imaginable; 
contradicts the true Goſpel, which 
aſſerts, that the firſt miracle performed 
by Jeſus was at the marriage-feaſt 
at Cana in Galilee; is inconſiſtent 
with the filence of the four Goſpels, 
and of all the primitive Chriſtians, con- 
cerning any miracles performed in his 
infancy, or prior to that at Cana: 
And, from ſome internal marks, is 
known to have been written ſome cen- 
turics later than to be of that antiquity 


it boaſts. 
The Goſpel of Nicodemus abounds 


with as idle and abſurd fictions as any 
of them. Pere Simon therefore aſks, 
Va-t- il rien de plus ridicule que l'evan- 
gile attribuec a Nicodeme ? it contains 
many contradictions, and falſe facts, 


and 1 is much later than it pretends to 
be. As 


WO 53A is 
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As for the Goſpel of St. Andrew, if 


there ever was ſuch a book in the 


world, it is now no where to be heard 
of, but in ſome copies of the decree 
of pope Gelafius, which condemns it 
as apocryphal. 

The Goſpel of Thaddzus alſo is no- 
where to be found but in this decree. 

The Goſpel of St. Bartholomew is 
mentioned only by Jerome and Gela- 
ſius, who condemn it. 

The Goſpel of Barnabas, notwith- 
ſtanding all that has been ſaid by To- 

land, (who was capable of ſaying or 

doing any thing that he thought would 
diſcredit revelation) and others, was 
not known to any writer in the four 
firſt centuries, but was manifeſtly forged 
to ſerve the purpoſes of the Alcoran ; 
never ſpeaks of Chriſt, but as a pro- 
phet only; and expreſly mentions Ma- 
homet as the paraclete by name, 


The 
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The Goſpel of Matthias was not te- 
ceived nor cited by any good writer, 
but rejected for its * and abſur- 


dities. 
The Goſpel of the Nazarenes, of 


the Ebionites, of the twelve apoſtles, 


of Bartholomew, of Cerihthus, and 
Merinthus (the ſame man) and the 
Goſpel according to the Hebrews, are 
all corruptions of the Hebrew copy of 
St. Matthew's Goſpel ; are not in any 
catalogue of the ſacred writings ; are 
not cited as Scripture, but rejected as 
apocryphal, by the firſt Chriſtian 
writers; were never read in the 
Churches, and contain may things 
that are falſe. 


The Goſpel of Marcion was an in- 


terpolated copy of St. Luke's Goſpel. 
The Goſpel of Apelles, ſpurious : 
he was a diſciple of Marcion. 


The Goſpels of Heſychius and Lit 


Clanus, 
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cianus, were only corrupted copies of 
thoſe received by the Church. 

The Goſpel of Tatian was an har- 
mony of the four Goſpels. 

The Goſpel of Philip, and the Goſ- 
pel of Perfection, were forgeries of the 
Gnoſtics. 

As was the Goſpel of Truth a for- 
gery of the Valentinians. 

And the eternal Goſpel, as it 3s 
called, is a forgery of the thirteenth 
century, 

Baſilides had a Goſpel, but he was 
the diſciple of Mcnander, and a gno- 
- ſtic; and probably the ſpurious Goſ- 
pel of Peter was the ſame with that 
of Baſilides, forged by ſuch of the 
gnoſtics as were called docetæ, heretics 
of the ſecond century, who held the 
ſufferings of Chriſt not to have been 
real, but apparent only, from S to 
feem. It contained many things that 

Y were 
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were known to be falſe, and was ne- 
ver received into the canon. 
Scythianus too had a Goſpel which 
is not extant; he was the author of the 
Manichean ſect. For Manes (whence 
the word Manichees) was the flave 
Curbicus, adopted by his miſtreſs, who 
had the poſſeſſion of the wealth and 
papers of Terebinthus, the diſciple of 
Scythianus. _ 
The Goſpel according to the Ægyp- 
tians is not to be found in any cata- 
logue of the ſacred writings 3 is not 
cited as Scripture, but rejected as apo- 
cryphal, and contains things that are 
falſe. | 
The Goſpel of Eve was a monſter 
of the gnoſtics, full of ridiculous vi- 
ſions, and founded upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion of Eve's having acquired ſome ex- 
traordinary knowlege of ſpiritual mat- 
ters, by her converſation with the ſer- 


pent. 
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pent. It is mentioned by Epiphanius 


only, and was not known to Gelaſius. 
Even Judas had his Goſpel, ſays a 
late writer of works called philoſophi- 
cal ; which he might have borrowed 
from Toland, who had made the ſame 
remark ; for which he was juſtly cen- 


lured by Mr. Jones, in the following 


manner; „ Artfully ſaid indeed! A 
e ſet of impious, beaſtly, prophane 
© ywretches, (the Caianites) abandoned 
ce to all the exceſſes of vice and im- 
* morality, forged a piece, under the 
© name of ſudas; and this is to bg 
- © ranked in the ſame claſs with thoſe 
« which contain the ſublime doctrines, 

and holy precepts of Chriſtianity.” 
Dr. Grabe, in a note upon the 17th 
chapter of the firſt book of Irenæus, men- 
tions the Goſpel of Leucius, which he ſays 
is in the library of the college of Corpus 
Chriſti in Oxford, And from him it 
is mentioned by Lamius, in his book 
2 De 
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De eruditione Apoſtolorum ; and by 
Fabricius, in his Codex Apocryphus ; 
but it is not in the catalogue of the 
manuſcripts of that college; nor could 
T find it, though aſſiſted in the ſearch 
by a learned gentleman of that houſe. 

Whoever is deſirous of knowing more 
of theſe falſe Golpels, may read the pro- 
legomena to Dr. Mills' edition of the 
Greek Teſtament, the anſwers to To- 
land's Amyntor, Itigius, Fabritius, La- 
mius, Beauſobre, and particularly a new 
and full method of ſettling the canoni- 
cal authority of the New Teſtament, by 
Mr. Jeremiah Jones, 1726. In whoſe 
words, p. 269. p. 11. I conclude, 
© Did Mr. Toland, and his friends, in 
te theſe their vile attacks upon ſo ex- 
ie cellent and divine a conſtitution, not 
« quibble and juggle, and prevaricate, 
te as they upon all occaſions do, in their 
« citations out of the old records of 
« Chriſtianity (a crime which they are 

| wt 
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« ever forward to charge upon others, 
« who are much more clear of it) I 
« ſhould excuſe myſelf, and the reader 
« from the trouble of any remarks 
« upon them, leaving them to theig 
" ail Infidelity: But when I ob- 
« ſerve a perſon ranſacking and muſter- 
ing together all the filly trumpery of 
te the antient heretics, groſly miſrepre- 
« ſenting the books he cites, only with 
* defign to ſatisfy a bigotted humour, 
ce againſt the Chriſtian Religion, I am 
c obliged, by my regards to the profeſ- 
e fon I make of the name of Jeſus, to 
« lay open ſuch vile impoſture..... One 
e can ſcarce tell whether his intention 
ce of vilifying St. Paul, or the method 
he uſeth to do ſo, be the more de- 
© teſtable * : This ſorry, unbelieving 
ce critic 

* Much abuſe has been thrown upon the 
character of St. Paul, by the late writer ſo 
often mentioned in the foregoing papers ; but 


he is guilty of great unfairneſs, in not taking 
2 notice 


* 
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« critie governs his {kill by his wicked 
« principles; and has no other way 
& to judge of ſpurious and genuine 
&© books, than their oppoſition to Chriſ- 
ce tianity. : : | 


notice of what Mr. Locke had ſaid, in an- 
ſwer to his calumnies; which he could not be 
ignorant of, for he owns he had him in his 
hand, and has been ready enough to quote 
him when it has ſeemed to ſerve his own pur- 
poſe. But the rational and learned com- 
mentary upon the epiſtle to the Hebrews, by 
Dr. Sykes, is a ſufficient anſwer to all -that 
Toland and his FoLLOwER have ſaid againſt 
this apoſtle, 


| 
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Page 28, line 26, read goſpel · bleſſing — 30, J. 5. dcle co 

33. J. 9, of Heb. r. OW; J. 11, r. Oy — 34. ſeparate π]·ͥ ¾mẽ ſ 
Hen INT 38, join D to the preceding letters — 41, dale 
ND“. 42, J. 1. of the ſecond quotation, r. "IND; J. 2, 
ſeparate I'S from M J. 3, r. IWR); for Var, Dy J. 

r. ru — 44, J. 4, of Heb. ſeparate D from 197; and for 5 
7. W 45, 4.1, . N; J. a, r. PD —46, J. 19, r. P, 
and J. 25, r. V after v9. 47, J. 5, of Heb. r. 48, 
4. 3, of Hib. r. WW); J. 4, r 3M ; 1. 9, ſeparate VM" 

the following letters; and WNNWN\ from 12 — 50, I. 22. r,SW2W 
— 5, . - 57, J. 20, r. conſecraretur — 58, J. 6, re- 
ſpait— 69, J. 5, r. #7&yparls — 72, J. 2, r. aſcended — 73, J. 
13, r. 07d ns — 76, J. 23, e ,zñu— 112, J. 21, r. aya- 
rneαεετ — 115, laſt line, r. 1ÞtwTIK@; - 125, J. 15. r. en- 
Any — 135, laſt line, dele the. | 


